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Labour government moves to close radical magazines 
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court, quowons bv the defence 
rrt elicited the feme of fm K«a*r 
unit Army General Stall D 1 24 , the 

Jji. jt h»s iraoslcrv and thv that 
th#s inlotr'.aiiiVi had been published. 
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organisation is the old soldier s’ club of 
1 the Royal Corps of Signals, whose 
xddicrv provide the Army's con in 
but ion to StGIN 1 

Anyone concerned could have 
loured up his name, and The L wetter 
and Pence Mews did vo Both published 
the rtartu w )antra y this .car, .ml 
afterward* were visited bt 
Branch (political policed oiiictrv 
*■’'P-osI t * various indi'vtd- 
finecicd *uh »hc ro.tg.i/jries, and 
...I wen? warned lhat the Labour 

1 >' -»n merit \ Attorney General, Sam 

th- -nid i l March.Sttkm went to Itur 
‘ »<gh Cour! and took <h.| orders asking 
the two magazines, and five indi¬ 
vidual. connected With each,should be 
iri 'd for contempt. Provisional date 
for the opening of proceedings ,s May 
22 fhe Government is known to he 
an»;.AiS to have the Level ter and Peace 
Me *-•> case out of the way before the 
fuli trial of Aubrey, Berry and Camp¬ 
bell takes place in September. 

Members of the collectives which 
P xluce both magazines believe thai 
the prosecution-, cannot be seen as a 
warning, as an *u*mp* to allthen 
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sentences are unlikely because 


they create martyrs. Bui five years ago. 
m the left wing weekly Socialist 
Worker, Paul foot named a witness in 
a blackmail case whom the Judge had 
allowed to remain anonymous 
This case was similar in that the 
Judge gave no order that the man 
concerned should not be identified 
he merely .csked for the co-op*ration of 
the press, it was as an .ttuck «>n the 
;>inc. cm ■ .y of the press that 
Foot identified the person m question, 
fo deal with him. the Judges concerned 
r ude Up the n as fht y desired rt to 

iru ut I! duty' decided that 
lf "- case had ’illuminated a hitherto 
ot‘ - 0 f C o riser tit the law on contempt’, 
it the judges m the J wetter.‘Pecxt 
Mews case do the same, a guilty verdict 
seems only too likely foot „ ui 
Soc/a/x i Worker were fined £250 each, 
but court costs were £6,000 Compar-' 
ah!. costs today would probably finish 
off both magazines, a fact which the 
Government rs well aware of. 

The non-vio!cnr anarchist magazine 
Peace A'ewo has the largest circulation 
of ait anarchist papers. It played an 
important role during the years of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
and the Committee of 100 in the 50 s 
and 60’s In the 70’s it ha r . focussed on 
sexual politics and alternative ways of 
hving, while maintaining its opposition 
to the military and all preparations for 



war, including the role played by 
British troops in Northern Ireland. 

f/rt Leveller is just over two years 
old Subtitled ' I he new radical 
examiner', it has done such 
inconvenient things as naming police 
officers accused of torturing prisoners, ’ 
also in Northern Ireland. 

The apparent wish of the Govern¬ 
ment to sec both magazines close 
down priAides another piece of 
I V idenee of the paranoia surrounding 
Si*'.iNT Such technically gathered 
information no accounts for pn.b- 
ably more than 95 per cent of the 
mid vcnce available to Western 
govertjfiigntf from their secret agencies. 

It comes horn spy satellites, huge 
^i«»und aerials, spy planes, and even 
spy ships 

As well as listening to the messages 
a! !hc- ’’other side’s” armed forces, 

SlCIN I intercepts diplomatic, business 
and military communications, including 
th<*c of neutral and friendly nations. 
Business information finds its way to 
the multinationals, particularly the US 
multinationals. So SIGINT is a very 
expensive market research tool, 
amongst other things. 

I he predominance of SIG1N I means 
that GCMQ itself has acquired iremend 
ouprestige within the intelligence 
community and msrdc Government. 

Some observers believe that it has even 
■ov’.un ro outrank the political prestige 
of MI6, the foreign intelligence service, 
and MIS, the domestic secret police; 
others wre not prepared to write off the 
more traditional spooks 
Sir Leonard Hooper, Director of 
iGCHQ for more than 20 years, is now 
the Cabinet Office’s Coordinator of 
Security and Intelligence. On polit y 
questions—as opposed to the day to¬ 
day operations of the secret agencies, 
Hooper has more control of intelligence 
than anyone else in the land 

Yet little reference was made any 
where to SIGINT. and the vast sums 
spent on it, until Duncan Campbell ahd 
j Mark Hosenball wrote an article, r Thc 
i fv droppers’, f ir Time Oof magazine 
!•>■» 1976. The article wav widely 
j Relieved to have contributed to 
Hoscnhall’i dtp<« latlori, at HosenbaN's 
hearing, Campbell adm tied having 
written most of tf, and from public 
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Letters marked * have been cut for 
easons of space. 




Dear Zero 

Wc are three women, 
calling ourselves an 
Auckland anarcho- 
femmist huddle. We’ve 
been going since early this year and 
have put out a paper on anarcho- 
feminism, which we were asked to write 
for the national feminist congress. We re 
compiling (and printing) a women’s 
Poetry book Selene and a leaflet on self 
help. Wc think your paper’s shit hot. 

Chris, Anne, Kay 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Dear Zero people 
Sorry the Essex confer¬ 
ence turned out to be a 
sexist lamborcc- it was 
never meant to turn out 
that wav bv the "hidden” workshop 
of f-ssex Libertarians who organised it. 

Months prior to the affair, wc 
decided that the structure of the 
gathering should be determined by all 
those coming, rather than the sponsor- 
ng few. Both our advance publicity and 
the mode of advance organising 
attempted to avoid the debacle of the 
Friday night planning meeting. 

Since arranging food things pro- 
ibcd me from attending workshops, 

I can’t comment on what transpired in 
ihcm But the pre-Confcrcncc "hidden’’ 
workshop went to great efforts to 
arrange things in a non-sexist/author- 
itarian manner. Pre-Conference 
publicity, room hookings, accommo¬ 
dation, food and transport were 
anged bv individual members 
without interference from their fellows, 
though, where necessjry, with group 
support (eg. advance mailing and 
typing). Though we discussed what wc 
we'd like to sec happen we did not wish 
it to impose happenings on one another 
or those attending which is possibly 
whv although! the organisational aspect 
ked well, wheieas content-wise, 
discussions were unsatisfactory 
It’s clear that no agenda and small 
(group gatherings instead of suggested 
topics and workshops mav have been 
better The ego-tripping and defensive¬ 
ness which prevailed in the large 
meetings could have been lessened by 
such devices. Lack of previous exper¬ 
ience in organising Conferences by the 
Essex group has been remedied by our 
involvement with this gathering, as has 
awareness of the inadequacy of the 
Conference's critique of sexism. 

In future I’d suggest that sponsoring 
groups get those interested in attending 
Anarc/Confcrcnces to contribute in 
advance suggestions regarding topics of 
possible mutual interest for general 
circulation. This would pre-empt the 
ari angers from imposing a structure 
n by default), and involve more 
people in directly and personally con¬ 
sidering sexism (for example), before 
the gathering occurs. In spite of the 
advance publicity about the Essex 
Conference afforded by Zero and 
other libertarian publications, many of 
those- who attended the meeting had 
cle. r|y-not been prepared to talk about 
the issues that arose until they were 
mooted by the collective discussions, 
guff 

Essex University, Colchester. 

Dear Zero 

Wc are writing to explain 
why so many of us have 
just resigned from the 
Anarchist Communist 

Association. 

This is not because wc feel that we're 
particularly important but because we 
know that some comrades may use our 
resignation as yet another example of 




how the kind of organisation we were 
trying will not work. 

To begin with, we didn’t set up the 
ACA on the basis of common political 
agreement we were all people who 
had either been expelled or had 
resigned from the AWA. Although wc 
subsequently agreed on a statement of 
aims and principles, the longer we 
worked the more it became apparent 
that wc didn’t it fact have the same 
view of the organisation or the same 
priorities for political activity. 

Despite paying lip-service to the 
personal as political and the importance 
of the struggle against patriarchy, we 
felt that these things in particular were 
never taken up seriously by the 
organisation as a whole. 

Wc finally decided that our leaving 
would make it easier for all of us 
including those still in the ACA - to 
get on with what wc thought was 
important. 

Wc have not yet rejected the idea 
of an anarchist organisation. But we’ll 
certainly spend lime learning from our 
cxpcncnce of the ALA before involving 
ourselves in another on.*. 

Alan Anne, Babs, )ohn, Lin, Steve B. 

lorn. Will 

London 

Dear Comrades* 

Zero's article Sexism 
sabotages Essex conference 
gave a very misleading idea 
of the anti-aithoritarian 
press workshop on the Saturday by the 
general implication that anyone who 
didn't agree 100% with anarca-fcminst 
views was a saboteur. 

Anarca-fcminists insisted that 
patriarchy was the sole root of all 
authoritarianism and the only target 
to attack, for all other forms of 
authority and exploitation would 
collapse once this was conquered. The 
other view in the discussion was 
basically that patriarchy and politico- 
economic authority were joint evils 
which hjd to be attacked simultaneously 
i.c. both had to be destroyed because 
the fall of the one did not automatically 
signify the immediate fall of the other 

We feci that the struggle should be a 
liberation from sexual roles and 
stereotypes because it is not just a war 
across the sex boundary. To succeed 
it must have the support of men who 
arc sympathetic for only with their 
involvement will they face up to their 
own self-plausible hypocrisy But to 
say that every man is an exploiter is 
almost like saying that everyone who 
lives in a capitalist society is a 
capitalist. 

Wc therefore feci that it would be a 
tragedy for the anarchist movement as 
a whole if an unatural rift developed 
between anarca-fcminism and 
’traditional’ anarchism. And while 
feeling that the ’patriarchy is the sole 
oppressor’ idea would entail an almost 
total concentration on feminism in all 
anarchist publications (though Zero 
itself has an excellent balance), we fully 
accept the criticism levelled at 
anarchist publications that not enough 
prominence is given to the feminist 
movement. 

Let us make sure that something 
concrete comes as a result of the 
conference that was so well organised 
at Essex. The anarca-fcminists must 
examine the best way to help us face 
up to our lingering sexism through 
articles and constructive criticism, and 
wc must not only examine our own 
complacency, but also make very active 
efforts in our publications which has been 
the case up to now. It is a very 
dangerous situation though, if any 
group starts claiming the total 
monopoly on truth, and villifying those 
who do not accept their point of view 


unqucstioningly. 

Anthony Becvor 
London SW6 
Dave Poole 
London W3 

Amc (Zero collective) replies . 

I disagree that the struggle for liberation 
is simply one of being liberated from 
constraining sex roles. Our struggle 
against oppression is a struggle against 
patriarchy, of which sexism is a mani¬ 
festation. 

I see patriarchy as the institutionalised 
system of domination by men over 
women. The nuts and bolts of this system 
are the oppressions based on class, race, 
sex, age. Patriarchy oppresses us politic¬ 
ally, psychologically, economically, 
emotionally and socially. It is older than 
capitalism and survives socialism. It is 
the basis and model for all domination 
and authority, and cuts across class, 
caste, race and time. 

History demonstrates that the fall of 
the ‘politico-economic authority’ is not 
immediately followed by the fall of ‘sex- 
roles and stereotypes’, let alone 
patriarchy. If one was to use the 
domino” theory, patriarchy would be 
the table upon which the dominoes of 
oppression stand. It is the table that 
needs destroying. 

As for sympathetic men—who defines 
a sympathetic man? Surely, as the 
oppressed it is up to women to define 
who they wish to work with. Patriarchy 
was consciously developed by men and 
is continually upheld by them whether 
consciously or unconsciously. Because 
men arc at the top of this power structure 
they can have no real understanding of 
the extent and nature of women’s 
oppression. They can sympathise but 
sympathy is not enough. Freedom cannot 
be given, it must be taken. For men to 
change they must relinquish their 
privileges and power. It is not up to 
women to take on the burden and rcs- 
ponsbility of trying to change men. Men 
must want to change for themselves. Men 
could begin by examining their own 
masculinity’ and competitive tendencies 
and by asking why they feel so threat¬ 
ened by exclusion by women. For men 
to constantly look to women for help 
and direction merely reinforces our 
servicing role. 

The criticism of the anarchist press is 
not one of only the lack of coverage of 
women’s issues hut of the whole male 
left attitude that divides issues into ‘main’ 
(i.c. male) issues jnd women’s issues. 

Are men not involved in child care, 
contraception and sexuality? The male 
left still secs the liberation of women as 
secondary to the ‘main’ revolution. 

Dear Zero Colle* f ive* 

Your first few issues 
reflected the demands of 
the collective to move 
beyond the approach of 

iditional anarchist papers, 
oncentrating on issues which affect 
our daily lives, instead of harping on 
about the ‘glorious past’. In issue 5 the 
paper hasjost its revolutionary anarchist 
perspective and is virtually 
indistinguishable from any other liberal 
monthly, basically this issue appears 
to us as irrelevant. 

Firstly, your coverage of the Evening 
News occupation falls into the trap of 
opportunism. By giving it front page 
coverage you make it seem like the 
most important thing happening. There 
is no attack on the press concerning its 
dally filthy tactics, but an apparent 
expectation of the press to reform. For 
anarchists to support such legalistic 
demands with the coverage you gave it 
is wrong - the revolutionary perspective 
is missing. 

Your two page article on Gay Men’s 
Week suggested that all gay people are 
revolutionary by exaggerating its 



importance. Being gay is not in itself 
revolutionary and therefore the account 
is pointless, offering no criticism and no 
acheivcment, which invalidates the 
heading Queers in Revolt. 

As far as the item headed Gays set 
precedent in elisting non gay support 
goes, we suggest that all anarchist groups 
affiliate to the Young Liberals. 

Anarchists should speak to their shop 
stewards and MPs demanding that 
something be done. Wc suggest the 
following resolution: "Wc the anarchist 
movement deplore the use of law and 
authority to erode our freedom as 
evidenced by the rule of a privileged 
minority over the majority. We call for a 
repeal of law and authority and urge 
everybody to support the forthcoming 
international revolution". 

Your report on the Essex conference 
was misleading in that it suggested that 
sexism was the only topic. If that was 
so, and if the forthcoming conference 
is about sexism, you have not criticised 
that fact. 

Black Aid People 
London WC2 

Tom Wpodhouse (Zero collective) replies: 
There is no suggestion in the front 
page article of trying to reform Fleet 
Street. The article is about direct 
action and the attempts of the women 
involved to organise that action in a 
non-hicrarchical way. It’s all right in 
retrospect to debate revolutionary 
perspective (perspective docs, after all, 
require distance). Your attitude is like 
asking someone who is being kicked in 
the head to debate the nature of 
violence, rather than let them just go 
right ahead and kick back. A group of 
feminists and lesbians invading Fleet 
Street is revolutionary action, and 
that’s enough to get on with. 

The article on Gay Men’s Week docs 
not suggest that all gay people arc 
revolutionary, a noticeable lack. 

‘Coming out’ is revolutionary. If you 
want to experiment I can lend you 
some gay badges to wear, and then you 
can tell me about the revolutionary 
potential of homosexuality. If wc get 
up ’their’ noses (and yours) that much, 
they/you must be pretty frightened, 
that is our power. 

In your criticism of the Gays Set 
Precedent item, you suggest that 
anarchist groups affiliate to the Young 
Liberals. I 'm not quite sure why you 
want this, but I’m sure you have your 
reasons. Until recently the Gay 
Movement was completely autonomous; 
enlisting non-gay support is a new 
decision, and letters like yours make me 
think that it was the wrong decision. As 
to your resolution. I completely agree 
with the words but feel that when you 
say "Wc, the Anarchist Movement", 
you mean ‘We, privileged male 
heterosexual anarchists demand on 
behalf of our unfortunate brothers and 
sisters', the women's and gay movements 
feeling is confirmed by the fact that 
every maior article from the 
autonomous gay and women's 
movements generates the same 
hysterical replies from traditional 
anarchists (mostly male and straight), 
month after month. The whole point 
in Zero, in case you hadn’t noticed, is 
that women and gays have demands too, 
that we make for ourselves as anarchists, 
feminists and gays. 

Sexism was not the only ‘topic’ at 
the Essex conference, it was the major 
oppression. F rom the straight men who 
looked appalled when I asked them if 
they wanted to go to a gav workshop 
(what, me a queer!), to the same men 
who were too busy preparing for the 
forthcoming glorious revolution to sec 
that without anarchist feminism it will 
be just another patriarchal rebellion 
which I, for one, want no part in. 




















Illustration Mike Bradshaw 
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iStaic produced Col. Johnstone as 
their 'expert witness' to testify that 
what the three had discussed was of the 
greatest threat to civilisation as he knew 
it. Although the magistrate then asked 
those in court to whom his real name 
had been given—mainly lawyers—not 
to reveal it, it was too late. The facts 
which directly identified him were 
public knowledge. 

Embarrassed by the Peace News,' 
ILeve/ler publication, the government 
proceeded to give the stable door a 
(resounding slam as the horse galloped 
at high speed down the road. If the 
potential consequences for the two 
magazines were not so serious, the 
affair would be laughable. 

The paranoia with which SIGINT 
personnel view public discussions of 
their activities comes over clearly from 
Col. Johnstone’s remarks during the 
preliminary hearing. 'I do not think 
that there should be a discussion about 
SIGINT, including the amount of 
money spent in respect of it, outside 
the community to which I have 
referred’ (those security cleared to 
operate SIGINT). 'Until this case, 
the general public, as far as I am aware, 
has been unaware of UK SIGINT 
activities. As a result of these pro¬ 
ceedings, the fact that SIGINT exists 
is no longer secret 

So in a nutshell, informed comment 
is banned because all the necessary 


(information has to stay secret. Othc 
(comment can be ignored because it is 
uninformed. It goes without saying that 
members of Parliament are also not 
allowed to ask questions of ministers 
about SIGINT, or indeed any intelli¬ 
gence activities. Rarely has the hermet¬ 
ically sealed world of the security 
services been better summed up. 

The Leveller and Peace News printed 
Col. Johnstone’s name because they felt 
that the absurd hysteria which the 
'secret witness’ had helped to whip up 
around the Aubrcy-Berry-Campbell 
trial was effectively an attempt to 
prejudice their main trial in September 
this year, and they wanted to counter 
this. 

As far as is possible in the proceed¬ 
ings against Peace News and The 
Leveller, the issues raised by GCHQ, 
SIGINT, and the absurd cover-up will 
be raised. That the State is prepared to 
go as far as closing down two magazines 
is a warning about the extent to which 
the secret state will go to protect 
itself D Richard Hannay 

A joint defence fund has been set up, 
to collect money to help pay fines and 
legal costs-this fund needs several 
thousand pounds within the next few 
weeks. Donations can be sent to: 

Peace News!Leveller Defence Fund, 
cfo 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 

See latest issues of Peace News and 
Leveller for complete list of defence 
groups, which have been set up across 
the country. 


Spain 

Woman organise against rape 
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Madrid Women take to the streets against rape. In a recont case a woman who had been 
kidnapped and raped bv three men received no response from Madrid police. She received no 
response when she phoned the police to say that she had seen her assailants again, or when she 
later found out the licence no. of their car. Only when the Madrid newspaper Diario16 took up 
her case did police arrest a suspect. 


London 



Thought police phone lines rumbled 


Recent publicity about the activities 
of Britain's security agencies. MI5 (the 
service responsible for internal security 
and counter-subversion) and MI6 (the 
Secret Intelligence Service, which looks 
after intelligence gathering overseas) has 
not mentioned how closely these 
agencies work together inside the UK. 

In fact MIS and MI6 run a Joint 
Section at a separate address from their 
own headquarters at Cur/on Street 
House in Mayfair (MIS) and Century 
House in Southwark (MI6). This Joint 
Section operates at 140 Gower Street, 
WC1, next to Euston Square 
Underground station. Outside, the 
Government offices are listed as being 
various departments of the Inland 
Revenue, the Lord Chancellor’s Office, 
the DHSS and the Civil Service Council 
for Further Education. Unlisted, but 


also present, is the MI5/MI6 Joint 
Section. 

The exact functions of this Joint 
Section are not yet ascertained. But 
the fact that it exists separately from 
the headquarters of its parents and is 
under deeper cover indicates that it 
might be where some of the state's 
“dirty tricks" are devised. There is an 
obvious intention to keep the public’s 
attention firmly fixed on the more 
obvious “secret’’ landmarks of London, 
such as Century House, while hiding 
such outposts as 140 Gower Street. 

Personnel from one of the security 
agencies arc frequently attached to the 
other. The Joint Section is further 
indication of how closely our spies 
abroad work with our spies at home. 

MI5, the internal service, has only 
recently moved into its offices in 



MI5/6 Joint section. 140 Gower Street WC1 


Curzon Street House. Lcconfield 
House, at the other end of Cur/on 
Street, was for many years the MI5 
headquarters, and is still used by them. 
Cur/on Street House has two main 
telephone lines, 01491 4488 and 01 - 
930 6789. 

MI6 is meant to operate outside 
Britain and its former colonics. 
However, in addition to its Head 
Office at Century House, it has a 
"British Station” in London, 

60 Vauxhall Bridge Road, a building 
described variously as being offices 
of the Department of the Environment 
or of the Foreign Office. Here 
COMINT operations are carried out. 
COMINT stands for Communications 
Intercept: interceptions of nearly all 
telephone lines into the London 
embassies of other countries arc 
made by the Post Office, and the tapes 
are brought to Vauxhall Bridge Road 
for transcription. The Vauxhall Bridge 
Road budding shares the same 
telcphon^number, 01 -928 5600, as 
Century House, as docs MI6’s training 
departmen» 1 296-302 Borough High 
Street, SEILlCaRSI 



Several thousand women marched 
through the streets of Seville and 
Cadiz in February, in angry protest 
against the increasing number of 
violent attacks on women. In Galicia 
women demonstrated against a 
government proposed divorce bill, 
calling instead for unrestricted rights 
to divorce within the framework of a 
democratic constitution. 

Sparking the campaign in Andalusia 
were the death of a young student and 
the hospitalization of several women 
after rape attacks The walls of both 
southern cities arc covered with 
anti-rape slogans, and women’s groups 
arc demanding more street lighting, 
better public transportation and the 
formation of rape-investigation 
commissions. 

Andalusia has traditionally been one 
of the most socially backwards regions 
for women in Spain, and the fact that 
the Women’s Liberation Movement can 
organise a demonstration of thousands 
there, is a sign of its growing strength 
and confidence Q Iberian News Service 

London 

Fines and remand for 
Stammheim protest 

Eight people appeared at Horscfcrry 
Road court from Mjrch 21-23, to face 
charges arising out of the Black Aid 
demonstration held in London on 
December 10. The charges ranged from 
obstructing the highway and the police, 
to assaulting the police. All eight 
comrades had pleaded not guilty at a 
previous hearing. 

The first two days of the trial were 
taken up by the 14 police witnesses (as 
truthful and upstanding collection of 
people as you could wish to meet), 
giving their evidence. As the arrested 
put forward a collective defence, each 
police witness was cross examined 
eight times, giving them ample 
opportunity to contradict themselves 
and each other. Undisputed star of the 
show was one Sgl. Morgans, who 
seemed at times to be having as much 
trouble keeping a straight face as the 
rest of us. 

Morgans claimed that while arresting 
someone for refusing to take down a 
flag, he also arrested another person 
who tried to get the first person free 
from his grip. While still holding on to 

continued next page 
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7-3000 * 


ikend or April 

i wi ditomvd 


■igbth f«ttonal Wcynon't L'txMaiion ayAt-reftc*. held to 
7/9. On th* Saturday we divided into kti#II grvur. of between 
20 30 wiwwi wOerv ,« ditcurved three main a/e*< - how a* woman do an? oppreii each jih«r? 

*“ Utnfl camp} gnj, then effectivenei* and alternatives. and how do tti come together m tirmt of 
r o*goniMi.oni > From 4 6)»n there '■« nace tor tojur workshops (during wench pir* nearly 200 
m>*p got Together to talk about arwea-feminism) The Saturday night tociol was enjoyable - 
theatre, to* music or dancing to women'* hands Mott of Sunday was taken up by the maw plenary 
•Won, the discussion ot the <• .anth demand monopolising moil of this time finally being patteo 
rhe lollowng form 'Ml* demand the freedom for all women from intimidation, to lire free from 
v threat or use of violence ci sexual coercion regardless of marital status and an end to all rules 
assumption, jr..J institutions which perpetuate m*!* domination and men s aggression w*n w^rntn ' 
which excluded *ts ortginal opemng slatemeni 'Male violence s an expression of male supremacy 
and the pm ileal control of woman." The sixth demand became "An and to all discrimination of 
Lesbians " an-i t$ otfser half became pari of th* general mboduenon to the I now) seven demands 
The Women's Liberation Movement asserts the right of Women to self -defined sexuality." 

Each yea» women have expressed a general d'ssatrsfaction with national conferences As the move 
m*nt has grown, so has the problem of organising such events. The Saturday workshops this year 


,._-rc an attempt to oaf over the feeling of alienation the' is felt arnorvr ' »v'~h hutp* ■ •imberfr tht 
i.Je-a being that over Saturday you wOokl ai least gat to know your in 4 ii group well The muH/ai 
.. »h this -tructu - vas 'itat it limited the time avadebte lor topic wonisriops and socr.r /orrumi 
fuiMi afed tic Cause a national coriferantt » a yowl place for campaigns aci . i <as to coord . vte, a 
there w.ii not adifjuau.' space. Similarly, many women wr*r« frustrated by Sunday , u'er-ai > it u 
nt that as ftrfniniMa we find new, effective ways o< decision makuvj and coordinating 
wj*. mainly what wc discussed >o the anarca-femirnsT wO'fc'hop. Many of u- <efr oppressed. d!*mcvc! 
and deflated by plenanes. seeing them as pointless imitations of male (*r»t voting systems In which 
(jessing resolutions (demands) is a fagade-how can <w demand" an end to violence oga.nu women? 
That wouid involve destroying patriarchy. Furthermore plenaries allow for any one group to 
dommate-oftan in a destructive way -this year was no exception 

Most women seemed to feel that what is really positive about a national conference is seeing 
meeting and inspiring each other, and having a good time To t>e amongst so man, feminlsr-, -n 
amanng feelmg ol solidarity, which perhaps a festival would be a more enjoyabk .:nd constructive ' 
way of expressing; and Birmingham certainly generated a discusnor about alternative ways of ut 
organising on a national level m the future (Sharon) 



the two arrested comrades, this fearless 
defender of law and order wjs then 

umped on by 'at least' three other 
demonstrators, and knocked to the 
ground. Undeterred he struggled i«> 
his leef and look the two arrested to 
the police bus. 

I he whole three da\ s was taken up 
with similar farcical episodes. The cml 
result of it all was lh.it the police wen 
unable to bring even the flimsiest ol a 
case against two comrades, who were 
both acquitted, f ive others were lined 
£35 each including costs More 
worrying '.’tough was the imprisonment 

National 

Nuclear front 

in the wake of Justice Parker's decision 
in favour of British Nuclear Fuels, 
friend* of the L'arth are mobilising the 
anti-nuclear iortes lor what seems 
likely to be one ot the most important 
confrontations of '78 between protest 
and Mate. Already in f iancc, W 
Germany and Belgium (see Zero i) 
anti-nuclear protestors have clashed 
violently with police and army. The 
fcTl are determined to protect them 
7s against the possibility of another 
A' U ml embargo and against the 
coming world shortage of fossil fuels 
The dec ision to reprocess oxide fuels 
it Windscale in Cumbria (for use in 
fast Breeder Reactors) is central not 
note to British desire to launch the 
fnsi commercial fast Reactor but also 
the general European nuclear 
e p.insion What they tend to gloss 
over in the process is that Windscale 
.will become a centre of production for 
iplnlomum, one of the most dangerous 
and longest living substances we have 
tfVc ' Produced (also a key ingredient in 
nucli at weaponry). 

The Windscale rally will be held on 
April 2 9, assemble Speaker \ Corner ai 
noon tor march and rally at Trafalgar 
Sq A gi oup of people who will have 
cycled trom Windscale wall centre on 


ol Gerhard Sollingcr, the person 
charged with assault The exact 
sentence will be fixed at a later dale. 

Altci the trial Gerhard was taken to 
Pentonville prison lor one week, during 
which time he was beaten up and 
placed in solitary. When he appeared 
before the judge in chambers Gerhard 
was surprisingly given bail, and is now 
waiting to hear his sentence, which is 
due on April I 30 

Help towards paying the fines is 
urgently needed Please send any 
contributions to. Black Aid, c/o Rising 
Free, 182 Upper Street, London Nl. 


T rafalgar Sq. in time for the rails, 
they re hoping that as many people as 
possible will join them os they come 
through London. 

On May 6 and 7 there will be a 
nuich and rally to protest against the 
proposed expansion of nuclear power 
at Torness (about Ihuty miles from 
Edinburgh). This protest is planned to 
include theatre, games, films, alternative 
energy display, food, and workshops 
The Green Peace trawler ‘Rainbow 
Warrior' will send ashore a windmill to 
h<- erected on the Toiness site It’s 
impoitant that as many people as 
possible get to Torness. It’s not just a 
Scottish issue, Torness will be the lirsf 
new nuclear reactor in Britain in ten 
years. Anyway it's about time that 
English imperialists stopped using 
Scotland lor nuclear experiments, like 
thv proposal of the Uk \tomic Energy 
Authority to carry out test drilling lor 
waste disposal at Loch Dunn in A' r- 
shuc, which involves Idling most of 
mountain with nuclear waste 0 Tom 
Woodhouse J 

Details ot the Ant, Nuclear G/mpjfn 
from I riends ol the Earth. Poland 
St. London Wl SCRAM (Scottish 
Campaign to Resist the Atomic Menacei 
J Amshe Place, l-dtnburah 


London 

Finsbury Park — reclaiming more night 


The campaign to reclaim the- night h 
part ol the general fight against male 
Violence and power As w omen we are 
organising rapr action groups, rape 
crisis centres, women’s aid (icfuges), to 
combat male violence to women. 1 he 
reclaiming the night campaign demands 
that we as women - he free to walk 
down the streets at night without hassle 
and fear (plus of course the reality ol 
rape and assault). At present men (on 

average) experience greater freedom ol 
movement, women arc expected to 
have a male escort late at night or t.. 
stay in 

I insbtiry Park was chosen as it is an 
area of great has%Je for women late at 
night. There was controversy ovi r thix 
as some women felt that m a mu 
cultural area- a predominantly wo >e 
march would have racist implications 
.. — ■ H -••"'Vi' worn, i\noup 


Spain 

Prison boss assassinated 


r(thc organisers) pointed out, men „ 
.hassle women regardless of class or race 
and thix was the issue. Furthermore 
they elicited support from black group* 
in the area, as well as leatlettmg the 
whole area on the morning of the 
march explaining clearly the reasons for 
the demonstration 

March 11 , women assembled at 10pm. 
Around a hundred women Mime with 
flaming torches, others in fanty dress, 
singing and chanting through the 
formerly dim, awesome streets. For v 
unce we felt in control of rht streets. 4 
Some women started burning a sexist 
hoarding, others defiantly stopped 
traffic It was a feeling of women’s 
power. The police turned up, were 
obviously at a loss w uh the sight ol so 
jmany women surging past them. 

JDcspitc the ban on marches in the 
■London area they disappeared □ Sharon 


Thc loneral of 25 year old CNT 
mihtanj Agustin Rueda took place f>n 
March Ibih, following his murdet by 
prison guards in Madrid’s nolo- i„ us 
' ^banchel prison on March 1 3 
I governor of Carabanchd and 
his two deputies have since been 
dism,s>ed. and ten warders arc being 
held in custody awaiting trial An 
nff.ctal statement gave the cause of 
Kucda s death as ' a result of physical 
violence administered by off.cialsof 
the prison while carry ing out an 
investigation in relation to the 
discovery of a tunnel” 

Bel ore his murder Rueda had 
smuggled out a Inter from Gerona 
prison (prior to his transit t., 
Caiabanchcl), condemning the 


j conditions inside Spurn's prisons, the 
(UT- of medical facilities 
j food, and the brutality ot th< warders. 
■The funeral took place , n Salients. A gw 
i'a/ws 1 ''^ C W v -‘ 3 * ,c ^ ,uf the area, and 
3,000 people took part «n the furtcM 
procession. A few days later the head 
ol the Spanish prison serv ice. IcsuS 
Haddad, was sh. i dead by three umed 
men while on h.s way to work. 
Rv'sfKmsihihrv (or the attack was 
Claimed by the Ant.I ascisi Resistance 
Groups of the 1st Octobei (GKAPOj, - 
fhe military wing of thc Reconstituted 
-Spanish Communist f’aay. It is known 
that GRAPO has been infiltrated by 
agents provocateurs in (he past, and 
the group arouse* much susm- <»n 
1 amongst the Spanish left □ !\S 
































National 

Defence Committee becomes Activist Alliance 


On Feb 25 the Gas Vews Defence 
I ComnUttee changed its title to the Gay 
Ic/vmf Alliance (GAA for short) Since 
the demise of GUF and the continuing 
failure of CHE to become an active 
[political group, there ha*, been a need 
within the Gav Movement for a national 
[activrst/co-ordinating body. It is hoped 
(that the GAA will fulH that role In 
Jtheif policy statement they Say “The 
| Q>m of lhe group is to c o-ordmote at 

London 


teem claim that thr 
Party has undergone 
>n sexual politics 
?.5) is hardly borne 


- 


omen, 



>»cd mat the SvSP\ K<- k Ae 



national level the tight against the 
'increasing attacks being made on 
homage* uaht v and homose \ uah . H e 
see our struggle as pent of that of all 
.other oppressed people and therefore 
we seek to win the active [\irttc I pot ion 
of the rrmsimum number ot gay and 
non-ga\ individuals and organisations in 
\this aim. " 

•I lot of the strength and enthusiasm 
' tor the GA \ comers n the afterglow of 


I weeks) using the publicity material, 
.tourdates and even the title of She 
j Asked For It. “They made it clear to us 
[that, as tjr as they are concerned, the 
itwo play > are ;n commercial 
competition, and they have refused to 



play about nurseries last year. 


What has happened in CountcrAct 
, simp'y reflects wider issues which are 
! generally important to feminists and 
: the left f *rvt the bttP were unwilling 
ID take l'»c w.im^n's mo' crnenl 


credibility 



the main task and put before ans 
atten ms ta unite wrth ruvi-lpUonar, 


iv at ditfi 


j the gn l css Ot tin (>o\ AVw> £)< ten, c 
} Committee 

i A lot of the strength and enthusiasm 
j For the GAA comes in the afterglow of 
the success ot the Gas News Defence 
'Committee Their demonstration on 
I Feb 11 was the biggest ever show ol gay 
powgr m this country With these 
'origins it is not surprising that the GAA 
[have adopted a policy ol single isscn 
ipohlies They are concentrating their 
campaign at the moment on W II Smith 
VY H Smith's have refused to stock Gay 
LVrw*). A picket, attended by up to 
ports p. Mpl< . is held outside W II 
smith’'' Netting Hill branch on Mai IS 
ilt was relatively successful despite lack 
jnf numbers. During a confrontation 
jwitfi ,i woman who w.i> abusing people 
(on the picker one man was arrested 
when he told hei to flick olf (indecent 
language). He was then used as j 




United States 


Theatre group splits over play on rape 


|baigaining piece bv the police to tis 
*ud stop the picket, unsuccessfully. I'm 

iglad to say 

G \A has its flaws. We may find that 
the Gay Movement has neither the 
s'ln-rgy not the numbers to sustain 
campaigns such as the Gay News 
Detence Committee and single issue- 
politics i an tend to highlight some 
aspects ol oppression to the detriment 
«'l the whole, eg the damage tu 
tcMmnism done b\ the concentration on 
the demand tor the vote. Also, the 
continued association of the GAA with 
Gay Y« ws (sexist tag for gas men) .an 
do nothing but alienal • Uu Alliance 
>iom lesbians and the Women’s 
Movement. 

I he address ot the Gay Activist 
Alliance is GAA T.amJa, Box 44'), 

Ship Street, Brighton BNl I Uli 
DTom Woodhouse 



ity nn tin* Oroirti of Molting Hill 


we were a political opposite 



it we wee urvdixcrpliru 

j the effect of underm 


It was at lit s pom I ‘.hat thr iomirv 
Stratton announced that CouoterAci 
d*d noi have enough money to put the 

new rape plas on tour. Forced mto a 
position where the, were unable to 
pursue their work, the rape play group 
resigned du/mg one of a senes of con¬ 
frontational meetings Afterwards they 
(earned that, hid thev not left of their 
own accord, ihcv would have been 
asked to 

On leaving, the four formed them 
Ives mto the Scarlet Woman The-dre 
roup to tour their plav on rape, only 
tu (md that Counter Act were *ehcarsini' 
play (written from ..rap-b in a few 


Anti-war Gl serves life term 




! He was soon cjpturcd, and after 
J being severely beaten-up and serving 
(sit months in the stockade, he was 
thrown out of thr arm.' ,nd v:nt home 
! to Chatanooga. Once there, he became 
i involved with the Student Non-violent 
jt o oolmatiog C ummiftec 'SNCCi and 
its attempts to educate black youth 
about theu own history and what was 
really happening tn Vietnam This 
learned him the constant attention of 
! if,- local police and at nie poinl they 
I tried to frame him and two others for 
! several n>t>bo i's, but bungled the 
at tempi so effectively that all three 
j were actputted 

Me wn soon on the run again, 
however, after being arrested for coi< 


tempt when he refused to testify before 
(the Hamilton Grand Jury ’investigation’ 



J inp> the Black P>iwcr movement in 
iChalanooga. He decided that now was 
I thr time for a dramatic protest jnd so, 
i m February I%9 at Atlanta airport, he 
'boarded a plane bound for Miami. 
Curtly after take-off,he produced i 
gur* and announced that he was 
1 commandeering the plane as a “protest 
| again>t the wat in Vietnam and the 
! domestic war agamst Black America, 
j vspv<'ally ihi- * (lacks on the Black 
j Panther Parts and the SNCC 

The pia c unde,* in Cuba, where 
i Kombos ..ught political asylum, 
'arranging with Cubic official, to stay 
; there foi a few months and then to 
travel, with a Cuban passport toC/erho- 
Islovakia to stay with African students 


tireless he made a run for d as 
rook birr, rut of the embassy 
-.. aped to i as 1 Berlin, where he 

His freedom didn't last l<*ng, 

September 1109 the (. IA 

him and smuggled him acrr»s> (he 
to the I IS consulate m West 
The •• ht was told that hr was 
ded 'communist intelligence 
ft" and asked to sign a "confession 
cfuv.-d and was systematically 
lined for a week by being deprived 
sleep, and by the use of drugs which 
made him vomit and defecate continu¬ 
ously Alter this, he signed (he 
"conlrtslon" and a "voluntary 
repatriation" form and w is taken back 
to the USA. 

At his trial in Ncsvnan, Georgia. 

I neck jury and a racialist judge sent him 
to prison for life He has received little 
jsuppott from outside the US, and is 
uri h r i onstant threat fnvm racialist 
verews His former Marxist Leninist 
J .amrades now regard him as a trade*? 
bn jus*-, after correspondence with 
sever ,il anarchists, he declared himself 
have naturally progressed" to 
anarchism OHapoitx 
M n tv l nren/o Irvin, 18 7S9-1 75. 

J po hoe 1000, Marion, Illinois, 

I 62959 , USA. 
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International 

Support grows to free Irmgard Moeller 


| j “It is hard to think of a modern love 
I affair that has caused more havoc" 

I (Observer Oct 23 77) This quote is 
R| meant to describe the formation and 
! leadership of the RAF. For as long as 
women have taken up arms against the 
• stale, the med.a has acted to 


his infidelity broke up the marriage, 
Ulrikc took a relentless revenge." No 
word of her making the film Bambule 
about women in borstal, fighting 
against nuclear armament in the late 
50s, against state emergency laws in 
’ 68 , against the rightwing politics of 
Strauss, against press monopolist 
Springer, agmst US bases in the FDR 


Irmgard Moeller 


Krocher was later arrested in Sweden 
where he had found other women to 
influence" ( Observer Dec 11) And if 
it’s not men that have persuaded them, 
then its women reacting against men 
who disappointed them "Ulrikc was a 
religious blue stocking when she fell in 
love with Klaus Rainer Rohl. He 
claims he taught her politics. When 


as guerillas, to break from the violence 
I and mystification of the old class, as 
| accidental and pathological, a product 
I of fate and sickness, the result of 
threats and blackmail. In this way they 
portray the woman guerilla's situation 
as a property relationship, and the 
fight for liberation as altogether 
senseless. "-Gudrun Ensslin 

The attempt on Irmgard Moeller's 


I life took place because the existence 
I of every woman guerilla destroys this 
picture. Found on October 18 in her 
j cell with severe knife wounds, she is 
I being kept in solitary confinement 
.ilthough her sentence has run out. s 
The pretext being used for her 
continued impr isonment is that 4 
(urther charges are being brought 1 
based on the testimony of ex RAF -41 


Women fail to defeat new SPUC sponsored abortion bill 


New Zealand now has one of the 
world’s most repressive abortion laws. 
The legislation, based on the findings 
of the Royal Commission on 
Contraception, Sterilisation and 
Abortion severely limits the grounds 
and procedures for abortion. The 
woman must first go to her own 
doctor, then to a specialist and 
finally to two certifying consultants 
(one of whom must be a gynaecologist) 
who will decide whether or not her 
case fits the criteria for abortion. By 
which time it will probably be too 
late. 

A Statutory Committee has been 
set up which will act as the country's 
abortion mafia, appointing consultants, 
granting licences to hospitals and 
generally making sure that abortions 
arc very hard to get. 

As well as creating an ama/ing 
bureaucratic apparatus to intimidate 
desperate women, the law has 
restricted the grounds for abortion. 

The Wall Amendment prohibits 
labortion when serious danger to the 
physical or mental health of the 
woman can be averted by any other 
means. The practical effect of this 
clause will be to totally outlaw legal 


WortuNs 

1\lC|hT - 


Christchurch New Zealand marching against repressive aboriion legislation. 


abortion. Rape and foetal abnormality 
arc definitely not sufficient grounds 
for a termination, according to the 
new law, and the use of prostoglandin, 
menstrual extraction and the IUD are 
technically illegal. 

The pandering of politicians to anti¬ 
abortion organisations such as SPUC 
was blatantly obvious throughout the 
debate, and the ruthlessncss with 


which Prime Minister Muldoon pushed 
the legislation through all night sittings 
while many pro-abortion MPs were 
absent indicated the lengths to which 
the government was prepared to go to 
repress and virulently attack women’s 
rights. 

The country's only abortion clinic 
has closed and will not be able to re¬ 
open under the new law. The only 
alternative for those women who have 
dollars to spare is a flight to 
Australia where abortions are more 
freely available, and for those without 
it’s back to the backstreet butcher. 

Sisters Overseas Service (SOS) arc 
arranging trips to Australia and hopes 
to charter flights to Sydney - again 
it’s one law for the rich and another 
for the poor. Many women's groups 
have indicated that they are prepared 
to break the law and learn to do 
abortions themselves if necessary. 

Protest throughout the country has 
been constant — with angry 
demonstrations in the major cities and 
towns. MPs' homes have been attacked, 
churches have been "desecrated" and 
government buildings have had 
windows broken. In Christchurch a 
group of black clad women marched 
into the Catholic cathedral during 
mass, and laid a wreath for all those 
women who will suffer under the new 
law. This caused a storm of reaction 
within the church and around the 
country. Women are going to fight 
back until our right to control our 
bodies is won again. 

□ Margaret Flaws 


’the >.ilety .>1 hir life it is essentia^S^^B 
ic is fued immediately Notonls has 
i she t unshed hei <mgindl sentence, but&fi 
! Ceim.m law allows release of prisoM^^H 
i<"» ill to he kept inside. Carmen Roll 4§ ; 
and Astrid Prull were both released^ 

under ihis law after 5 months in the f ' 

toten trakt (control units). There is a ' 
growing international campaign to 0 ! 

free Irmgard Moeller. Those interested ? 
in spreading that solidarity to this 
country should contact Black Aid 
through Box 71, Rising Free, 182 
Upper Street London N1. j 

□ Annette 

• The petition which has been circulating 
among Italian left writers, directors and 
intellectuals in support of Irmgard 
Moeller has caused a furore in the 
Italian Communist Party. The petition, 
which first appeared in the magazine 
Cinema Nue\>e , was instigated by 
F ranca Rama, actress and founder of 
Soccorso Rosse (Red Aid), and actor 
and playwright Dario Fo, joint authors 
of the play Ulrike Meinhof which Rama 
performed last year Fo also wrote 
Death of An Anarchist, a play on Pinclli. 

It is the number of Communist 
signatories, among them Carlo Lizzani 
and Bernardo Bertolucci, that has 
embarrassed the PCI. 

Communist MP and minor poet 
Antonello Trombadori denounced the 
petition in an open letter to the i 

communist paper L'Unita, accusing 
Rama and Fo of making "no distinction 
between political ideology and the 
crimes of the people they arc defending | 
because they agree with them in 
practice. The only difference between 
them and actual terrorists is that they . j 
haven’t got the courage to assume j 

responsibility for their actions, and risk 
their lives with a machine gun in their 
hands. In reality they’re less respectable J 
(than the terrorists)". 

Later Trombadori started a counter- *3 
petition "against Fo and people like him 
who spread confusion and try to make 
common criminals into martyrs of the 
system". 

Fo’s reply to these blcatings began 
"Trombadori is a terrorist. Not in the 
sense of creating terror. No, he doesn’t 
point a pistol, but his finger, and if you 
take a close look at the end of his 
index finger, you'll sec the sights of a 
gun where the nail should be. 

Trombadori’s finger is hollow inside, 
with ’spiral of violence’ rifling. The 
swollen muscle connection from index 
to thumb is actually a breech loaded 
with an anti-petition and recoiling with 
‘good intentions', and concealed in the 
remaining three fingers folded into the 
palm of his hand, is a magazine with 
fifteen .38 calibre rounds and an auto¬ 
matic detonator. Trombadori fires 
anathemas! Every time he touches the 
trigger he yells, 'If you move I’ll shoot!’ 

He normally uses the 'silencer of 
distinction’ . . . and fires at people who 
sign petitions in defence of civil rights. 

His latest victims arc the signatories of 
a document published in Cinema Nut** 
which publicly accuses the West German 
courts and prison authorities of Bonn 
of abuse of power, and mental and 
physical violence inflicted on a prisoner 
named Irmgard Moeller. Our infallible 
self-appointed sharpshooter Trombadori 
would be a lot better off pointing his 
firearm-finger at the judicial system and 
prison authorities of West Germany «. 
etc. etc DTony Mitchell 






























Argentina 


Unremitting repression enters 
third year 


News shorts 


Since the bloody military takeover in 
Argentina in March 1976, tens of 
thousands have either been killed, 
arrested, tortured, imprisoned without 
trial, or have simply disappeared. We 
have received information concerning 
just one of these people. 

On February 28th last year, Nelida 
Forti, a 41 year old member of the 
Argentinian Libertarian Movement, was 
arrested at Buenos Airies International 
Airport, along with 5 of her 6 
children. They were on their way to 
Venezuela to join up with Nelida’s 
husband, who had already been forced 
to seek refuge there. Police stopped the 
plane as it was taxiing down the runway, 
and seized Nelida and her 5 children. 
After learning news of the arrests, the 


On March 6 the Cambridge Union 
Society was picketed by feminists and 
their supporters protesting against the 
evening’s debate. The motion for 
discussion was "A woman’s place is in 
the harem”, described by the organisers 
as "only a joke” Of the guest speakers 
invited for the evening eight were men 
and only one was a woman, and the 
entertainment was sponsored by 
Barclays, the British bank with most 
investment in South Africa. 

Over 150 people, by no means all of 
them students, turned up to join the 
picket which was supported by Women’s 
Liberation. Cambridge Students Union, 
Gay Cambridge and the Cambridge 
Anarchist Group The anarchists 
distributed a leaflet among those 
arriving for the debate requesting them 
not to attend and comparing the motion 
with others such as “A nigger's place is 
on the plantation” and “A jew s place 
is in the concentration camp”. The 
pickets poured scorn on the idea that 
the debate was 'purely for fun’, 
chanting "It’s only a joke, ho, ho, ho" 
and "You think it's wit, we think it’s 
shit”. 

The demonstrators were continually 
insulted by those entering the Union 
building; feminists were called "stupid 
little bitches” and told that what they 
really wanted was a "good screw”, and 
guest speaker Derek Nimmo persuaded 
a fellow Equity member to cross the 
picket line by saying "it’s not a real 
picket, they 're just silly girls”. 

The picket was apparently 
unexpected, an indication of how male- 
dominated Cambridge University is, and 
when Princess Anne, the Union Society's 
special guest arrived, the few policemen 
present had difficulty in forcing a way 
into the debating chamber. 

The next morning the press had a 


|FORA (anarcho-syndicalist union) and 
ithe Libertarian Federation began 
organising release work, in very 
difficult circumstances. After 15 days 
the children were released from custody 
but the authorities then denied any 
knowledge as to the whereabouts of 
Nelida Forti, saying she had at no time 
been held in detention. 

The implications are obvious. 

! Widespread international protest is the 
imost effective way of bringing pressure 
against the fascist regimes of Latin 
[America. It’s important that as many 
[people as possible write letters to the 
[Argentine authorities (in Britain: 
[Argentine Embassy, 9 Wilton Crescent, 

I London SW1) demanding Nelida 
IForti’s releascO 


field day, concentrating almost totally 
on the presence of Princess Anne and 
ignoring the views of the pickets. The 
Dally Mirror ran a banner headline 
proclaiming "Anne In Mob Fury", the 
Sun reported that Anne was "ambushed 
by a mob of furious demonstrators" and 
the Telegraph described the pickets as 
"humourless bigots”, "children who 
won’t grow up” and "psychopaths". 

The Cambridge Evening News was the 
only paper to give any space to the 
demonstrators' point of view eight 
lines out of a total of two hundred and 
twenty four. Andrew Mitchell, the 
Union Society’s president, aired his 
bigotry in William Hickey’s column in 
the Daily Express, describing the 
pickets as "ugly old queens” and 
declaring the whole protest to be a 
"cheap stunt”. No doubt if he had 
organised it, it would have been. 

Some of the feminists felt that the 
picket was "taken over by aggressive 
men" and stressed that they had wished 
it to be a demonstrably peaceful 
demonstration. Towards the end of the 
protest ugly scenes developed when 
police forcibly removed demonstrators 
who were banging on doors outside the 
debating chamber. Men who were 
present complied with feminists’ 
requests to leave, but were then asked 
by others to stay. A passive sit-down 
picket might have lessened the fury 
of the press, but there were many 
feminists present who clearly were not 
content with this and felt that the 
situation demanded a more active 
protest 

In the end, no one was arrested or 
injured, but the national media took 
another opportunity to belittle and 
vilify the feminist movement. 

□Paul Roberts 


national information service WIRES 
moves to a new five woman collective 
in York, having been run for its first 2'A 
years by women in Leeds. WIRES 
(Women’s Information, Referral and 
Enquiry Service) was set up at the 1975 
WLM National Conference as a 
communication channel for a fast 
growing movement functioning 
cohesively and efficiently without 
hierarchical structure. In addition to 
answering continual qucrics-"Could 
you tell me where the nearest lesbian 
group is?", "Could you tell me about 
the various feminist publications 
available and where I could get hold of 
them?"—for the movement, and 
building up (and making accessible) 
information, WIRES also produces the 
fortnightly internal newsletter of the 
Women's Movement. This is available 
(to women only) at the following rates 
Individual rate £6 (£4 if poor), Group 
rate £12 (£8 if poor) from WIRES’ new 
address WIRES Collective, 

32 Parliament Street, York. 

• March 29. Twenty angry feminists 
invade Oxford Street Top Shop to bring 
out the connection between sexist 
advertising for feminine clothes and 
rape: Top Shop . . . where girls look like 
girls and men just look (Capital Radio 
and Thames TV ad). 

Store detectives leapt on feminists as 
they put up stickers like: Just look? 
Rubbish. They leer. They grab. They 
rape and Try running from the fellas 
who don't just look in crippling Top 
Shop gear. Women shoppers began to 
listen and agree with the protest, as 
they too saw the connections and 
objected to being seen as sex objects. 
The manageress adopted a predictable 
liberal line, promising to pass on 
complaints . . . 

Once outside, walls were plastered 
with stickers: Warning. This shop sells 
Rape Gear. Each minute's action cost 
Top Shop money, as customers turned 
away-a sure way of hitting male 
organisations! The police turned up, the 
feminists slowly made their way off 
leaving behind a mass of stickers, and 
determined to return if the ads 
continued with more women and more 
anger. 

• February saw the publication of 
Black Rag, Ireland’s first anarchist/ 
anarca feminist paper. There arc articles 
on Italy, Germany, gay politics and 
drugs. It’s just about the best thing to 
come out in Ireland since the Thomson 
sub machine gun (except perhaps for 
Cormac’s cartoons in Republican News). 
Even more amazing is that their offices 
arc in the middle of Provie territory on 
the Falls Road, rather than the more 
obvious University area. Their first run 
was sold out in a week and we’re hoping 
that despite the obvious difficulties 

we’ll sec number two soon. Their 

address is: c/o 52 Broadway, Belfast 12 

We’re getting reports from India of a 
libertarian women’s group launching a 
magazine, will keep you in touch. Also 
starting soon in Canada is an anarchist 
scxuality/gay sexuality periodical. 
They're looking for articles and 
contributions, write to The Some 
People Can’t Read Until Their Backs 
Arc Against The Wall Collective, 

20 Fairvicw Avenue, Kitchener, 

Ontario, Canada N2H 3E8. 

• Despite rumours to the contrary the 
Grunwick strike is still on. Having 
achieved an improvement in wages and 
conditions in the factory, the strikers 
now hold out little hope of cither re¬ 
instatement of workers sacked for 
joining APEX, or union recognition, 
their two other demands. With APEX 
discouraging both mass picketing and 
the blacking of Grunwick mail, the only 
actions that have posed any serious 
threat to Ward and his scab labour 
force, the strike committee sees May 
14’s National Conference on the dispute 


as its likely moratorium. After 20 
months on the picket line morale is low 
and financial resources practically 
exhausted. Some fifty of the strikers 
have now found other jobs. The 
Grunwick strikers need our solidarity 
on the picket (8-9.30am weekdays, 

Dollis Hill tube) while there is still 
time, and our support of the strike 
fund (Grunwick Strike Committee, 

375 High Road, Willcsden, London 
NW10). 

• Silver lining in dark cloud over 
rainbow squat . the Danish parlia¬ 
ment has reversed its decision to 
evict Copenhagen's squatted town 
Christiania., on condition that 
"affairs are brought up to a legal 
standard". 

Zero6 

Zero is an anarchist/anarcha-fcminist 
newsmagazine produced by a mixed 
collective, mainly from East London, 

(See Anarchism I Feminism in Zero1 for 
a statement of our ideas). Zero is 
looking for streetscllers (pick up Zeros 
from Rising Frcc-cash returned against 
unsold copies) and distributors abroad 
Contact us through address below. 
Production Zero collective. 01-555 
6287 (and 01-481 135S from late May, 
c/«» Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, 
Islington, London N1, UK. 

Typesetting: Bread ’n Roses (TU) 

01-485 4432. 

Process Camera: Chris Broad 01-359 
4794. 

UK Distribution: Publications 
Distribution Coop. 01-251 4976. 

USA Distribution: Carrier Pigeon, 

88 Fisher Avenue, Boston, Mass 02120 
ISSN 0140 3826 

Anti-copyright if this credit: Zero 
anarchist/anarcha-feminist 
newsmagazine is given, except for 
commercial use, for which standard 
copyright applies. 

Next issue Zero will include a 4 page 
Anti-authoritarian Yellow Pages pull 

out indexing activitics/campaigns/ 
magazincs/presscs/groups and networks 
of the anti-authoritarian movement. 

Those wishing to be listed should send 
a filing card with 1) Group name, 2) 

Brief description of activities, and 3) 
Updated contact address/phone 
number as soon as possible. 

ZERO BENEFIT BOPs back by 
popular demand! Friday May 19 with 
Soul Yard. 8-1 2pm, liccncc+food. £1 
(claimants 75p) at Seven Dials Club, 
Shelton Street, Covent Garden, Covent 
Garden tube. Be there! Bastille Day 
Benefit (and approximately Zero's first 
birthday) Friday July 14 with 

See Zero 7 or Time Out for 
finalised details. 

This issue Zero grows to 16 pages, and 
its cover price to 25 pence. The price rise 
is unashamed (a third more pages for a 
quarter more cost) and docs nothing to 
alleviate our precarious financial 
position. Outlet and distribution costs 
account for a full half of the cover 
price, leaving just 12.5p to filter back 
towards Zero 's basic production costs, 
currently £600 an issue. Disregarding 
the increase to 16 pages, typesetting 
and print costs have risen 20% this 
issue. Zero needs urgent financial 
support. You can support Zero with a 
subscription even if you can’t 
contribute cash. 200 subscriptions will 
underwrite one issue. 

Zero collective is currently in the 
process of restructuring itself to sort 
out the problems that have arisen so 
far For the foreseeable future we have 
also decided that the collective will be 
closed to men joining, and that up till 
the next issue it will be closed 
altogether, to allow a stable period 
during which change can take place. I 
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ki * that May 1 was chosen at an 
KiaJivi Congress in Paris in 1889 The 
a steady growth m the socialist move 
e and elsewhere And the two 
d in Pam m 1889 represented both 
jmat growth snd the : . ent t.-mm in. 

I jjwvenken: One Congress was called by the French 
£p©cial«ts and was an eminently respectable and 
, prt»«w»U» v tssemhlase* as Freedom pot it The 
Jf/th'. r Congress hj-l >ecr; popularly called the 
j Marmi on. because its dc*.’ “gates hod a roaton; y 
- 

Taithto! followers of Groucho’y brother Karl. B /r the 
; Congress o, also about one-third composed 

jo* anarchr,i>. i he ..suit *a> an action rcpla> oi the 
jf«f(or?iiiKcMO the Fsrsi International.. An Italian 
relegate reported how, in Italy, Social Democracy 
t w.«s dying and anarchist r.onnrrunism was flourish n;. 
JThe Social Democrat translator refused to put he. 
r jkpocch ir to English and German An English anarchist, 
( p fjn k Kru, dashed with Keir Hard/e over the 
buesdon of what wa> really happening m Briton 
IShouts of “Hurrah for Anarchism!” were much to he 
{beard and finally when an anarchAt speaker was not 
[permitted »n a decute b\ the cha i purer-up 
tdtvefopecl wtucb resulted n the anarchists b:;ng 
Jcxpefted from the hall Meanwhile the orher Congress 
IpMd called for an international day of solidarity It 
[had cot off ro a wood start 


. i he bundjy demcn- 
rordia! police co-opera li 


attacked at Clerkenwell Green The authorities 
> cnicii to have h.,J a clear ,dc , ,.s to where the 
farop^Cki ^pp(hitujD l % i\ 

B> 18yi the revolutionary opposition was much 
>weakened A> / U ;tne, the paper of the Social 
Democrats Federation, remarked 1 he wav, of 
i'l^justrial organising which swept over the metropolis 
iifi months ago extended to the prov inecs and there 
lit has not yet spent it* force But in London there 
lean b« no doubt there is a reaction;and men arc rn 
,numcn>u* vases hack ng out oi the recently formed 
jumons as rapidly as the\ lushed in . And it was 
imore than union members who were backine uuL 
jin March 1891 Ravachol x bombs had exploded »n 


tad been 


wasbi 

A bit VI 


*1 v 7 ° jnrur, '*ry of LheifS (Sic), to 
j<rcjie useless and d sorgamsed disturbance And 
jailer describing the anarch.-.; ranks as r.diHcd with 
ponce spies they went on T yerc/orc Social Demo¬ 
crats. who have no faith whatsoever in the-efficacy 
pf un.jigjnise J individual violence, arc obliged to 
Disavow all connection with, or responsibility for, 
pknarchMv and Anarchism ether in London or 
{elsewhere 

What this meant in short was that they weren’t 
K*»ng to do any thing on Mas Lit was left to the 
anarchists to call a demonstration in Hyde Park 
J*h»ch was attended by only about 700 people. They 
-ctde up tor this with heavs speeches. L'ruise -Michel, 
tor example, wiu. Let us salute every act of revolt, 
salute everyone who smashes windows in shops, 
vilute robbers because they too arc in revolt against 
Society .salute revolt in every form . . .’ In the 
evening much more suctesstui meeting was held it 
Mile End where large numbers of people were 
attracted by a heavy police presence the audience 
being largely composed of dock workers. The 
anarchist paper Commonweal reported 'It is worth 
(noting that the most revolutionary sentiments were 
; tbe best received'. Wtiat is meant here by *mo>t 
..evolutionary * can be taken to mean ‘most violent' 
land the following can be taken as typical 

let the dockers gel revolvers too, and don’t let 
l all the corpses be on one side “Intimidation" is 
the name of the g ime and let us have plenty of it. 
The capitalists have entered who a conspiracy to 
crush the work rs b% staivaiion. A frw pounds of 
I d/namitc piated in close proximity to the wharves 
would "crush” capitalists anil blacklegs most 


| T ri: trouble with ih• sort of thing was not that ft 
was necessarily wrong ir: its analysis but that it 
remained overwhelm irmly unaccomplished 

f But not completely so. In e*riy January 1892 a 
group of anarchist-, were arrested in Walsall and 
charged with conspiracy to manufacture bombs. The 

had been carried on by the Walsah anarchists to a 


J J Vi !v ''” m 1:i - movement together with 

wish anarchists and trade unionists held 
meetings ,n the park. Bui it was enough to start the 
- L 1 ' i: 11 nught be .. good idea to -et mto 

■ v ' Jcl lh trnscives h or in 189d tbiy decided‘to hold 
mci- ar demonstration on Mas > The anarchists 
vvro,: ^fering to cv.i>peiate. Tbs SDF refused on the 
Krounds that bomb ihiowing was prejudicial to 
;.v>oalism and negan to write tound to organisations 
had previously cooperated w.th anarchists on 
, ay inviting them to join the ^DF demonstrati*>n 
instead. This, of course, caused a ra.o. commotion in 
f't ['■"i/xjl chicken shack and much principled 
[indignation was shown on all sides. 

| B-u the -’lew ill -i ihe anarchist movement 

jL c 1 1 coed m activities tepoiled in newspapers) and 
c 11 ^ lui l>egun tpl.i\ «: significant part in the 
an I- ji ideas h.iJ had other consequences and had 
' M tneif\ opposition. In February 1894 

jndidust Martial Bourdin had blown himself up 
>t ecT*w ich Park bv means oi a bomb that he was 
tublv about to test on Slackheath. Some 


wher. p 
Pi 


i s funeral 
r<c* Some 


nuvnbci 


them wen* conscious reaction* 
ni-L-st were 'ordinary' people (whatever that 
I here hjd been further trouble in Peckham 
due co-operated with ’constitutional 
vkhamites’ to break up anarchist meetings. Thrsc* 

-.v ats had not been lost on the police. 

On May 1 1894 tlie anarchists were holding their 
meeting m Hyde Park in advance of the arrival o f thv 
legal revolutionists’. And the police, together with a 
mob of heavies they had recruited, attacked one of 
tlie pbtformv The Commonweal correspondent 
wrote 'they deliberately struck at, and with both 
Hsts. any comrade they knew (and they know us 
now pi cits w ell) I saw Banhjrn punched and 
kicked, Tochjtti brutally struck in the head and 
face. Leon kicked and struck in the face and his 
sr . lades struck and smashed on his eyes . . One of 
out (lags and a platform were destroyed by i rush of 
detectives, who |ustificd the criticism Leggatl had 
be-lowed on them by knocking him down and 
kicking him .. ’ And many other people were hurt. 

This incident was not alone. In August 1S94 two 
anarchist speakers were arrested and sent to gaol for 
• > months on trumped up charges. A Iree-spcech light 

b\ anaichists in Mjnchesicr was lost in the Autumn 
<.! 1894. Scandal .md su>pic>on were spreading in the 
movement ovi - the activities of polic* spies and 
pi »cateurs Nevertheless, the anarchist insistence 
j rn M i 1 had appeared to prove a contagious 

ample. In icplv t<> i snotty leader in a newspaper, 

- writer in the anarchist |Ourna! Liberty wrote of the 
11895 May Day 

j ac anarchist, are always saying that the 

exploiter and profit mongers are not a bit afraid 
| of plenty of empty show and brass bands on a 
j legitimate law and ordered holiday; because it 
don’t mean nothing significant done that way No 
we arc not g<--r.v i 0 dwindle into insignificance” 
a> you put it No fcarl Significance don’t lie in 
numbers .-r show but in spnit and proof of a 
I determination to do things independant Look 
! here, in us held a May Day meeting tn 

ached the meaning of it In 94 
Id r to he left behind because the 
> the. idea of “no politics” too 
ey turned out too. In 1895 
and II P and Unions, that’s 
’ And what puts you our worst 
».* fact that the tain washed away 
y demonstrators 3nd left us and 
with the field to ourselves . . . 


and pr« 


owth uf 
/ had coil a 


Mydc ParL a h- • ■ 

•jreckom-.j : . r-_. y 

Wane ' perspeci. ■>,< 

I than 100.CKV, r .- , , 

•milJior: met m t ; , 

•more respect ah k 

And the ui - - it 


tod perhaps a half- 
hc leadership of the 


ax a serious m..%ement. Forthc lore, when slump 

■E/> employers it produced widespread bitterness, And 
perhaps tor the lirst time a popular readiness to listen 

Tb? May 1 demonstration in Hyde Park in 18v"d did 
not perhaps derrfor.ytratr thrs contluvively Siome 700 


us own And even f reedom hat 
surviving the neit five or so yea 

\naichrst f irst of May had corr 
□ | r»hn Quail 


John Qu'it 1 \ history of fnghsh anarchism The Slow 
doming Fuse will be published by Paladin at the end 
I oi the year 

















Petra Krause is reputed by Interpol to be the 
coordinator of the non-existant conspiratorial 
group to which the authorities have given the 
News of the World worthy name: International 
Anarchist Organisation. 

The powers of this woman, who started life in 
Auschwitz, are so amazing that she is even capable 
or personally committing a crime in Italy whilst 
being held in a cell in Switzerland. The crime was 
non-appearance at her trial in the Milan Court of 
| Assizes in November 1976 for allegedly burning 
down the Face Standard building (owned by 
ITT) on the 22nd of June 1974. In fact she was 
in Zurich prison, in total isolation, in a cell 
3.80 metres by 1,70, with one hour a day exercise 
On top of this she faces charges implicating her 
in the theft of war materials and armaments from 
Swiss military bases in Zurich and Algeria in 
November 1974, explosives which, according to 
West German police, were later used by members 
of the Baader-Mcinhof group in an attack on the 
German embassy in Stockholm^). Amongst other 
crimes she is alleged to have committed are 
armed robbery, harbouring criminals, subversive 
associations, housebreaking, forgery, 
impersonation, and aiding and abetting. She had 
been held by both since 1975 but in 1977 an 
Italian group, Soccorso Rosso (Red Aid) 
managed to obtain her temporary release pending 
trial in Italy, followed by Switzerland and then 
Germany. 

Understandably she decided to maintain 
secrecy over her line of defence, but unfortunately 
only consented to grant an interview to the 
Italian centre-left political/cultural glossie 
weekly L 'Espresso and to no other papers. 

In this interview she describes her personal and 
political development. 

Petra Krause was born in Berlin in 1939, of 
Jewish parents. She was imprisoned in Auschwitz 
when she was a few months old. Her family was 
exterminated and Petra survived only because she 
was used in medical experiments to find out how 
much liquid a baby's stomach could hold before 
the baby went into a coma. Her body still bears 
the scars. As a girl in Germany she describes 
herself as constantly needing to know "who I am 
3nd where I came from" as for the generation of 
Nazism recent history was taboo, and she says, 

As a result, my first ‘political’ impulse was the 
spontaneous need to fathom out and come to 
terms with my own fear. Even now I can’t talk 
of mv own fear with detachment." 

In 1957 she went to live in Taranto, S. Italy, 
where she came in contact with Communist 
Party militants amongst the fish-sales women 
and dockers. She returned to Germany, married 
in 1959, separated in 1964 after having a son 
(who is now battling for Petra’s freedom), and 
returned to Milan (1964). She says of this time: 

"I lived in Milan; I’d split up from my husband 
and was broke. All I had was a son, a cat, and a 
goldfish. Then I found a job as a translator for 
a plastics firm (about £45 a month). Apart from 
my work mates I didn’t know a soul except 
for Anna Trogu, Marco's nursery teacher, an 
anarchist full of enthusiasm, who's dead now. 
Everything changed because of Anna. After a 
few months I was active in the anti-nuclear 
movement. We had great conviction - I thought 
! it should be everyone’s duty to find out about 
crucial problems." The anti-nuclear movement 
included radicals (mostly), libertarian- 
communists and anti-Stalinists. 

Her political commitment to non-violent 
anarchism changed when she joined the Radical 
Party and as police harassment of her increased 
(after she lent her passport to a Spanish woman 
militant who was'arrcsted at the border) and 
her main commitment moved towards "the 
communist revolutionary struggle" and "to 
the feminist movement, which I wasn’t actively 
committed to, but which I was drawn to, 
especially after the experience of my failed 
marriage." Her world-wide interest in 
political affairs must have made her an easy 
victim of the amazingly fertile imagination of 
Interpol and other neo-Nazi "security" 
organisations. In Italy, she describes how she 
"got involved in militant and risky work - 
doing counter-information research with some 
comrades for the book Straqe di State ( The 
State Massacre — a counter enquiry into the 
Pinelli Valpreda-Calabrcsi affair carried out by 
members of the Italian extra-parliamentary 
left, which clearly established collusion between 
the Italian police and fascists in covering up the 
bomb attacks of 1969). 

Her criticisms of Zionism, as opposed to her 
desire for the construction of socialism in Israel, 
also made her unpopular with Zionist 
propagandists, at the time of Arab-lsraeli 


«Red bitch, we 
didn’t manage 
to gas you at 
Auschwitz but 
you won’t 
live much 
longer » 


Terrorist conspiracies' have in recent 
years become the 'raison d'etre' of 
that well known extension of the 
Third Reich, Interpol. Latest victim of 
these fabrications is Petra Krause. A 
thirty eight year old Italo-German 
citizen, imprisoned without trial for two 
and a half years in Switzerland, 
she now faces the threat of a 
further fifteen years, probably in a 
'model' West German jail. 

war in 1967, who were trying to alter the Italian 
left’s support for the Palestinian movement. She 
was verbally warned that her life was in danger 
and also started getting threatening letters: 

"Red bitch, we didn’t manage to gas you at 
Auschwitz but you won’t live much longer." 

The first of these were anonymous, but later they 
were signed by Giustuieri d'/ta/la (a fascist group). 

Petra Krause was active in many campaigns, 
including a society started in Frankfurt to 
distribute Italian left wing publications there, 
through the underground bookshops to reach 
the 500 thousand Italian emigrants. However, 
the climate in the FDR, she states, "was still 
more hostile than in Italy, and when the heat 
was on with the RAF it was getting hard to 
breathe." Eventually she came to be accused 
of ’connivance’ with the Baader-Mcinhof 
group. But she explains: 

"In fact all I did was to publicly support the 
rights of political prisoners. Isolation, beatings, 
the new scientific methods of sensory 
deprivation - it was the condemnation of these, 
first in West Germany, then in Milan, by the 
Democratic committee for the defence of 
political prisoners that caused a scandal. I was 
and am involved in it in the same way as I was 
with anti-fascism in Portugal or Chile, because 
I am convinced that the FDR is the heir of 
the Third Reich. It’s a bitter conviction, 
probibly a political version of my fear as a child. 

I’ve always felt the recurring danger of German 
capitalism, and now the European left is talking 
about Germani/ation. As for the RAF, I think 
one needs time before passing judgement, apart 
from saying that the lack of a proletarian 
following is a limiting factor for anyone advocating 
revolution." 


The rest is silence, as Petra Krause and her 
lawyers painstakingly plan their long battle 
against a long list of charges. In court on the 
Italian arson charge (the Face Standard building) 
Petra Krause had the following to say: "Because 
of my political and human convictions I can 
only state the name of the person responsible 
for the attack and the fire when all the partisan: 
of the second world are free, when the 
anarchists falsely accused of the bombs in 
Piazza Fontana arc given full compensation, 
when the real circumstances of the death of 
Guiscppc Pinelli are made public from the 
police files, when the anarchist Marini, found 
guilty of defending himself against fascist scum 
is free, when reforms are seen to be applied to 
the penal and penitentiary code, and when the 
just struggles for detainees in Italy arc no longer 
drenched in blood.” 

□ Tony Mitchell 



$ 

^2 



P»tra Krause Cto* encounueu with the Third Reich 



Junta culture 
upgrades FDR style 

Since the fall of the junta in 73 the Greek 

Greece into Europe in collaboration 6 working overtime to integrate 

ex fascist states Spainand Portugalfull EK A,th ° U9 !’ 3 '° n9 with the 0,her 

I the two countries have been worki™ h™ i "’ e r nbers *’ , P ma V be several years away, 
These are the buUd un nf^l^ 9 , V ,0 bn " 9 about ,he requisite conditions. 

! 'Euro(K™nsWte poli'tica/jtaWi w IO IIf Cap,tal Greece a " d the development of 
|anarchist movement since 73ha«'«* 8 ? ’i' a contained left. The burgeoning of the Greek 
'proqramme for hrinmnn rh , e< ^ it out for special attention in the government's 

of the Drecedino . nder , c “ ntr ° l - a Programme which differs little from that 

y yme s except in its West German guidance. 


terrorism. There have been over thirty arrests, house 
searching, imprisoning, deportation of foreigners, and 
Ith murii,rr rcvu luMonary Christos Kasimis. Since 
lu ? n ’f >Ul 0f th,rtccn P c °ple arrested, three remain in 
jail, seventeen year old Giorgos Tsachtsiris, convicted 
joy the high court to two years imprisonment for 
participating in a demonstration; Yiannis Felekis who 
remains detained without trial accused of ’moral 
instigation 1 ; and Yiannis Serifis who is accused of the 
murder of Christos Kasimis. The expression of 
solidarity from other countries has been a contributing 
factor in either the quashing or decreasing of the 
sentences of ten prisoners of this new attack from the 
state. We hope that by detailing the events leading to 
the murder of Christos Kasimis and the subsequent 
treatment of Yiannis Serifis that his position too may 
be affected for the better. 

Along with other groups or individuals who 
attacked various German targets (consulates at Patros 
and Iraklion, firms’ representatives etc.) one revolution¬ 
ary group under the name of ’Internationalist 
Solidarity’ attempted to place bombs at the factory of 
the German firm AEG in Piraeus, on the night of 
Oct. 19 77. In their statement to the press they said 
‘As the appropriate expression, in the act of inter¬ 
national revolutionary solidarity, and within the 
program and the prospects of the class struggle in our 
country, against the establishment, we took the 
decision to hit the German multinational corporation 
of AEG. International Solidarity is our duty, it is an 
integral part of the very class struggle in our country, 
against international bosses, the State and their 
puppets ’ 

A detailed account of what happened during that 
evening outside the AEG factory has been given by 


1 e group it was sent to the press along with diagrams 
and published in the Greek daily papers the next day 
accompanied by the statement above. According to 
this description, while three of the four members ol 
the group were In the grounds of the factory preparing 
the sabotage, Christos Kasimis went towards their car 
to fetch some equipment. Two policemen who were 
passing by approached him, immobilised and disarmed 
him. Kasimis’ three companions started to move 
towards the policemen hoping to immobilise them 
without using their guns. While they were about three 
or four metres away Kasimis began to run and was 
immediately shot by the police, he was mortally 
wounded in the head. An armed engagement ensued 
in which the two police were slightly wounded as 
were two members of the group. In spite of this they 
managed to escape. 

The police version of the events was launched the 
next day with statements by the notorious chief of 
the Piraeus police (and well known torturer) 
Karathanasis and which was verified by the testimonies 
of the two policemen. This version is as follows: the 
two policemen, while on patrol spotted someone 
(Kasimis) doing something that they regarded as 
suspicious. They approached him and asked for his 
papers. At first he pretended he would give them but 
then tried to run away. The policemen struggled with 
him and disarmed him, they heard shots and turning 
round saw three or four people approaching them 
shooting. One of these broke away from the others, 
came up to within one metre of them and shot 
Kasimis in the head, ‘so that he doesn’t talk’! Then he 
shot and wounded the two policemen and the group 
escaped. 

From then on the only problem for the police was 
to find someone who could be accused of the murder, 


he turned out to be thirty-nine year old machinist 
Yiannis Serifis who was arrested on Oct. 31 77 
eleven days after the attempt against AEG, and has 
been held in custody since then on charges of murder. 

Serifis was one of hundreds of thousands of Greek 
emigrant workers in Germany. For ten years he 
worked there for AEG and owing to his class activism 

.^b'acklisted by his employers. However effective 
donnM?,- w u or kcrs prevented his dismissal 01 

deportation. During the Greek military regime he was 
a member of the '20th October' group. In October 71 
tour members of that organisation were arrested by 
the police. The prosecution of the '20th October’ 
group was directed by Karathanasis police-chief the 
same man now prosecuting Serifis. 

When in July 74 'democratic capitalism' took over 
from the dictatorship. Serifis returned to Greece and 
gut a job XV,th AEG. During the spring of 1977 he was 
jactive m a strike at AEG which lasted for seventy days. 
11 lc was also involved in an attempt to coordinate the 
11autonomous uctory unions and committees, which 
jhaU been foimed during the strike, outside the official 
I" lUc >union apparatus. Because of these activities he 
was sacked by AEG in April 77 and then blacklisted 
among employers which meant that he couldn’t work 
in dn V the big factories. Using these t 3 cts the 
prosecution could be sure that the official trades 
unions xvould not support him. and they could use his 
sacking as a motive for the bombing attempt. 

However the police version of the events leading up 
to the murder of Kasimis is full of contradictions, the 
main ones arc: 

1. Why did Serifis shoot his comrade Kasimis when 
according to the police version of events he had ample 
opportunity to shoot the policemen and help Kasimis 
escape? 

2. The identification of Serifis from photographs by 
the two policemen has been proven to have been 
arranged in advance. 

3. Their statement that Kasimis was shot at point 
blank range has been refuted by forensic evidence. 

4. Medical evidence shows that Kasimis did not fight 
with the police, as they claim, before he was shot. 

Serifis continues to be detained in Koridallos 
prison, Piraeus, officially under interrogation. The 
campaign to have him freed is greatly hampered by 
the continuing police terrorism, house and office 
searching, seizure of papers etc. More importantly, 
his fellow workers have been unable to organise to 
help through the dispersion of the most militant 
elements (mainly through dismissals; 43 workers, 

Serifis among them, were fired by AEG alone). The 
Solidarity Committee for the liberation of Yiannis 
Serifis ask for support, for donations, and for 
publicity. Their address is: Nicos Karamanlis, 

Akadimias 74, Athens, Greece Q 
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] The Cultural Revolution, Mao's strategy 
[for absorbing the growing dissent within 

China by staging an official cult 
of criticism, ended abruptly with 
the arrest and rehabilitation of 
many of its central participants. 
Things clearly got out of hand- 
those detained at the close were 
accused of holding the very 
* criticisms that only weeks earlier 


fg&r 



held been officially encouraged, and 
iL U many Red Guards found it expedient to 
flee to Hong Kong. This interview with 
^ ex Red Guards Mak Hoi, Fang Kuo, Yu Shuet 
I and Wu Man, was conducted by the University of 
I Hong Kong's student paper Undergrad , and is in 
i part a discussion of the key opposition 
I documents of that period, Whither China? 

[ and Concerning Socialist Democracy and 
f Legality. Both these statements are 
I contained in the 70s Group s collection 
f The Revolution Is Dead Long Live The 
I Revolution which also contains Yu Shuet's 
J Dust Of Rationality and Wu Man's 
[ introduction to Revelations That MoverJ 

The Earth To Tears , and which is 
still the best writing on recent 
events in China. Yu Shuet was interviewed in 
Zero 4. Her book Social Personality In China 
co-written with Wu Man, has just been 
published (although not yet in 
English) The Hong Kong 
libertarian magazine Minus 7 
describes it as a 
'mind-blowing job 
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5/nyfi' Concepts 4 c '. onstitution* and ‘ democratv 
r alien to • we -verc out familiar with the 
constitution nor did wc have any knowledge of 
K-«-*HtN Ove ^eas Chmcv- might know the constitution 

better ihan we <lo. 

VfoA Ho< Pnor to the cultural revolution, there were 
few cases where people put forward their opinion to 
the top decision matins Wc merely obeyed the Party 
and lent ourselves ro accept the Party’s education For 
example. during high »choul days there was a team 
orgamsainn* which ensured that we only listened to 
(he instructions I the Pin-.. cWom doubting the 
infallibility of the Parts bunch. 

I Students bein ke this, the pea' ints ar. even more 
j ignorant Paving no j trntion whatsoever to rh« 
constitution, they are vet y realistic. Only at the brink 
of hunger do thev st<r thing' up. Generally speaking, 
nob'id . carcvfor th* constitution because what is 
stipulated in the nmMution may not lx* implemented 


in r 


lity. 


Suy for instance the case of the People's Congress— 
we ‘>nlv know that this is a national meeting called 
upon hy the Parts V; to how the deputies of the 
I People'* Congress are f leeted, we don't know j thing. 


|We fuse . 
iso jnJ so j 
• iCongros t. 
•'.I come hi . 1 


Pan 


t-r elected any deputies Wc only learn that 
• representing us to attend the People's 
m unconventional sources, and that they 
is the Congress has fiopped. again from 
tnal '•-urcev 

t no cases are there obfections. to the 
y. All that the people are expected to do 
i me correctness ot the Party by actions. 


Hrai 


of 


Ipoiio 


>.ime with the late oi those who oppose the Gang of 
If our 

'Resolution you wtrv all dotiit ‘mt turner it* vt the 
Cart \ iVov. and *hv >s Cut'. <>K;d>t i>.e in the Ror; i. 

Mak 4 m Before the Cultural Revolution 
'particularly after the Hundred Flowers Bloom) 

China had basically refuted liberal democracy , 

. tiling it capitalistic and regressive We .ue told by 
ihe education we received that demnerjcy is merely 
i means by which feudalism can be ovei thrown by 
the bourgeoisie* and therefore doesn't belong to 
the proletariat. We know nothing about the 
different strands of thought in the West to the 
f stent that yeais after Yugoslavia has been 
criritixrd. we’re still not too sure what sort of 
society Yugoslavia is! 

Apart from the education of thought, obedience 
i> also ensured by means of administrative suppression, 
f orwaiding opinions to the .lass teacher too often 
\miI be criticised and recorded as having committed 
mid G ■>, greatly hampering one’s future prospects 

Mans ounur revolutionaries" wncso 
labelled merely because ffxir opinion' ran into 
< iniflict wuh the Party Here in Chin . laws aiv 
what the Icjding tidies say . and disobeying their 
[authority means violating the law In foci, prior 
ito the Cultural Revolution, alJ those who dared 
10 put buward oppositional upinion could not 
btii end up tragically. 

Different opinions' wete only tolerated when 
(hey were concerned with how to carry out Patty 
policy in the best pos-sibli way Hence one could 
Suggest many i way to Icaan from Lei-feng. and 
contribute ideas such as breaking down the 
! window pant ' for steel refining Juring the Great 
i Leap Forward, but no oppositional opinions 
j were allowed. 



•Yu Sbuei In my opinion. Mao Tse-tung knew 
vsadly what system he was heading at. His 
(organisation inevitably led to the • nrrupfion of 
evolutionary ideals so that he had to initiate 
.olitical movements once In a while to renew 


jto be smashed at once, but not because of the 
impracticably of tire idea of the commune itself. 

i 'ok Ho< Yjrtg had not paid attention to what came I 
dter ihe overthrow of the bureaucrats, hut Li put 
; '"orwat d “democracy and legality'' as a concrete means 
lu restrict the bureaucratic privileges The fact that 
v ujies an* easily corrupted is mainly dm- to ;he people’s 
lack of democracy for effective check against the 
senior cadres. Therefore I feel that Li's suggestion is 
more bjsic as well as more realistic. 

i )u Shut! but why is there no democracy in China? 

Yang attributed this to the one party dictatorship. Li, 
however, accepted the one-party dictatorship as 
i necessary, only that it has to be guarded against by 
laws. Can Li’s method really solve the problem? Don't 
forget that the laws he proposed can be accepted by 
| the rulers' 

I Hit Man I think that Y ang Hsi-Kwang purifies d. rx's 
•deals and lor ihe first lime ows the seeds of Marx st 
Humanism Hence, Yang's materpieve van be likeiu. 
to a beautiful sunrise. I was very much astounded by 
Yang’s essav. For the lirst time, he made known to the 
C hinese people the fact that what ("Irina has now is nut 

|Communism. Li l*Chc is more concerned with the 
problem oi people's existence. He hdd witnessed 
.laughter more atrocious than ih.d of the Kuomintang 
and the- Fascists so that he tended to approach the 
question from “the possibility of people's existence’’. 

I think that there is no such distinction as naive or 
; mature, between the two. Yang put forward a question 
many had forgotten, while Li said what dared not he 
'said. 

I I ,/nq A.7.. Yang's idc.< ol the “People’s Commune of 
China" is directly influenced by Marx’s discussion of 
the Paris Commune I once had a discussion, in Changsa, 
with Y'ang Hsi-Kwang Upon reading the draft of 
Whithi China. . ) su vested that he ma\ think about 

I enin avirig ’Mjt» . apilalLm is till needed during 
the dictatorship <d 'he proletariat." Nevertheless, 

Y.mg’s essay v. . >on published. Anarchism had once 
been realised in Changsa in Hunan ,0 little Rod Guards 
went into tli- sturts to direct traffic and they did it 
well. Howe ■ •, Changsa is only a very small city with 
very few c;n It t- qu' tionable whether the sjme can 
applied to largci cities. Irr my opinion, having ideals 
ah cjnnot qualify i , being progressive. Ideals must 
be im. pur a ted v. ih me reality Entertaining ideals 
alone i- j form of regressive act, rather. 


TJurtng the'Cultural Revolution, the people 

could make use of the Four Great Freedoms 0 to 

criticise the cadres, but the kind of rHtkKm -*cver 
wem beyond the narrow confine* of Mao’s thought. 

Mak Hoi At ihe beginning of the cultural ievolution 
there was an assertion of the Importance of democrat 
and the initiation of the masses This was. however, 
primarily armed at defending the .evolutionary line of 
Chair mu.-a Mao so trial if had .is ‘imitations Fur 
instance. two red guards in Peking once, after 
analysing i speech of Lin Puo, disoovcrt-d that his 
»yrg "spend per cent of the time in the work' .»t 
Mao. and the of he' one per ccnf in learning Marxism* 
Leninism" was unscientific, as Marxism Leninism 
should provide she foundation for Mao s ihought. 

These i M- people, correct though ihiy may have beer 
wer. f.oallv v.ondemned a> counter revolutionary and 
arrested becausr their criticism "opposed Chairman 
Mao v headquarterv" 

During the Cultural Revolution, wc- couiu <. • n 
criticise and launch a struggle against cadres at the 
provincial level, but once a cadrr h-:d been decided 
Epon by (he Party C ntrai Committee then they were 
|ntmunc hom critic r>nis 

In sum. ptior to the Cultural Rev., 'tton. we had 
complete faith in the top kadership and fried hard to 
follow the instruct ions Take, for example, during 
the Learn from L nfeng campaign 4 any •'* secrc tl-, 
engaging m wrong aos 'such as reading «Hu a nos eh) 
would ko-p on cr iticising themselves un(>» ’hey *«f 
[driven h> gu.1t , ‘ -Hr > to *,ve up the act hi «a<i ^ 
i Cultural Revolution erupted under the instruction o» 

mouthpiece 

r Dtspite the Ymi'.a u»n ‘ ■ by the tnou f <ts .1 Mao. 

MopW K. c ... -k peflrt m.». <- - 

' ' 

■ 

feomrht -Tool Par Commit.- to iheG.ry 
Committee to ma. cn Mao mnr. " 

The Cultural Revolution did g.v rise u- a ./oup oi 
pcopiv who j r. <pat •. of anj* . o. u- ,on> ' < J 1 , 

casting inilepenuent - dgtm' nt PtoP • I'kf u ' ^ 

canor.lv be > - -.. ' " .. ^ 

Ihe C u!. 

. 

But thtx •... • -tot been rehabtlrtan d i-ven 

alter l ro I in - ' i!| be* ♦US'* : hey have not onG 
■ 

■cnomlity *hol-. ht.n-' 

themselves onaLceptable by the ^tety g > __ 


' - « 

post*Cuituial Revolution situations, I >ccl lhai «bt 
dcm.'Cr Jtr. de l’ of the people are regressing and 
jnot progressing. Students during »br Hundred 

Flowers period bad already put f*»rwarr| questions 
, nKernuK 1 elutions between workers and 
peasants and the separation of power This surely 
i r more progressive than at the Cultural 
'Revolution. The control ..vci the people's thoughts 
i xecuted through i kind <»! religious 
i inJoctrinatiuii Communism is good, thereby 
i 'allowing any form of individualism, 
i 1 nt w question: yon mu i have known that the 
i Cultural Revolution sow (hr i-menience ol Sham; 

J H n iitn 1 , who later wrote several famous essays, 
'notably Whither China ''offer the Cullural Revolution, 

1 we also have Li I Che and their Concerning the 
Socialist Democracy md l>.g.tl'ry What are I hi 

• differ cn s m their anolyv of, and solutions to Chinas 
! problems / 

; • rnq K I think that wc Should view them as a 
process of development Y ang H-.i-Rwang wav only 
v.hen h' wrote Whither Chum F>uc to his lack of 
.’'perierxv, what he wrote wj . omewhat naia His 
essav is anarchist in spirit hut n was impossible lor him 
at that time to conceive of smashing the entire state 
marh.nery of China. However, rhe essay is particularly 
good m critically pointing r»ut the new contradiction of 
'he new octet /, paving the road of rebellion from the 
i Li 1-Che big charaefer poster Ll‘» viewpoint is 
definitely more mature and i am «ure there will 1-t 
more progressive essays to come (for example, there is 

• i Hentsin U i-Che big character poster*, although we 
have not the chance to read il) However, L. l-Chc, nor 
having sufficient social experience, had not touched 
upon questions like corporate management and the 
administration of the State Council either 

Vf ok Hot The spearheads of l.i and Yang's smuggles 
v>. rt directed at the -amc target the bur earn racy of 
the Pariv In their strategies, however, Yang catted for 
rhe smashing-up of the entire burejocratk rlas' and trie 
'Cting-up of co.nmunrv l •. on the orlvrr hand, 
demanded that people may be granted democracy to 
uard .ig.nnsi the privileg'd and prKdegcs, and called 
for the sctttng-up of a legal system to emurc the 
.effective c ".cuim. of people’- democratic >'ghts I • 

%aw that the replacement of old cadres by .sew ones 
could ii-'-fi solve the problem, since the new cadres 
themselves would ultimately become corrupted too. 

He ,C, hr r. corded democracy and lega'ity *. the 
better guarantee. 

Yu jhnet I don’t think w.. should '.-dkd Y mg 
Hsi-kwang’s proposal naive, out rather, idealistic His 
'"People's Commune of China” has not been realised 
because the present ruling machinery is to o oppress ive 


" u< In Ijc: he people m general base no feivent 
demands lor democracy. The peasants arc particularly 
Jh. k ward in this aspect. Under such circumstances, 
ifvf-n where there are two parties or commune 
. nmmmcc the leaders will still inevitably be 
corrupted. I he moM basic thing to do now i> therefore 
.ransmitiing democratic Ideas to the jscoplc >o that 
they can have the courage to check against the c.tdrev, 
and protect them from being Avenged 
/ an > Kuo Many people are keen in tin* pursuit of 
political democracy and economic centralism Fnr 
(example, nn needs money to publish newspapers In a 
• tale ol economic centralism, such investment cjri only 
come from the 't.itc which, as the boss of the pics*, 

1 will certainly not allow the people to criliiise the stJlv 
through ihe press. I believe that true politicians arc all 
;>r igmjtist' As history has demonstrated, during the 
revolution ideals like equality art held I igh, but after 
the revolution, all these ideals will he betrayed. 

. Yu Shin i. Tlit reason why Li l-(.bc has been 
♦oppressed is not that Ifu state cannot accept the idea 
.I legality, but rather Li dares to voice oppositional 
opinion*. Actually, Chinese ’socialism’, like capitalism 
has It' flexibility and it can grant the people legality 
sooner later We should therefore think m terms ot 
the crisis ol all the people J Minus 7 
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"terrorism" had begun to deny dcman 
such as ‘‘the expansion of communal 
experience and the destruction of 
bourgeois relationships. Wc said, if 
you've got the correct political praxis, 
the rest will solve itself.” 

In the early seventies, the West 
Berlin Tupcmaros, he admits, “were 
just pure oppressors of women; it 
can’t be put any other way.” The 
consciousness-raising and personal 
ptilitics of the earlier communes had 
now ' 


been completely eliminated in 


HOW IT ALL BEGAN by 
Mtcheal(Bommi)Baumann. 
(Pulp Press £2) 

Michael "Bommi" Baumann left the 
June 2nd movement in 1972 and wrote 
this book, which should be read by 
anarchists and leftists of all varieties 
because it’s a remarkably open and 
revealing account of how ‘‘a perfectly 
normal person” became involved in the 
underground activities of the German 
guerilla organisations. It covers his 
erienccs within various groups and 
his criticisms of them (and himself) in 
looking back over the period, which 
leads him to conclude that, for him, 
guerilla activity is now no longer the 
light road. 

He sees that the most important 
sped of the ultimate failure of the 
groups he worked with was the 
contradiction between their anti- 
authoritarian theories and the way they 
actually functioned, both in carrying 
out actions and on a personal level. It‘s 
this contradiction that comes out of 
the book more strongly than anything 
else, through Baumann’s own 
perception of it, which nevertheless 
still fails to come to terms with the 
sexism which lies at its heart. 


[favour of rigid actionism; a situation in 
which, he says, the women could no 
longer tolerate the insensitivity of the 
men who treated them as objects, 
except during the course of actions 
when they treated them as if they were 
men. 

As the groups became more and 
more underground, some members, 
especially the women, were reduced to 
a subservient role, performing essential 
tasks to preserve the secrecy of the 
elite who actually carried out the 
bombings and robberies. As Baumann 
says, it's not surprising that some of 
these people, forced into the position 
of outsiders, subsequently cracked under 
interrogation and became informers. 

Despite realising that these 
contradictions existed, he can still 
talk about problems within the groups 
like “most of us didn’t have a woman 
they ran around for the whole year 
without seeing a woman,” or “you can’t 
bring some chick back to your pad 
because it’s illegal and no one is 
allowed to know about it." 

Although he stands by his past, 
saying that the book is his contribution 
and experiences, and has no universal 
validity, Baumann concludes with a 
personal rejection of guerilla activities 
because of the objectification and 
destruction of personal relationships 
that, in his experience, always went 
with them. He defines the problem as 
one of violence, and the consequent 
pressures of illegality, preventing people 
relating to each other on any decent 
level, due to the "fear of love”, which 
he secs as the force which led him into 
"terrorism”, and which must be over¬ 
come in order to create "human values 
which did not exist under capitalism". 

Therefore, he rejects "terror" in 
favour of "love”, his vague use of these 
terms serving to mystify the real 
problem, which reflects his inability 
to face the fact that the Movement’s 
failure to deal with personal politics 
is firmly rooted in its own all-pervading 
exism. It’s not enough to simply 
ecogmse that the oppression of women 
>y men exists, it’s necessary to confront 
t constantly, and it’s precisely this that 
iommi Baumann's reappraisal avoids. 
[JGcoff Ingarfield 

LAND AND LIBERTY: 
Anarchist Influences In The 
Mexican Revolution.by 
Ricardo Flores Magon. 
(Cienfuegos Press £2.35) 

7 ;,;, publication, compiled and 

_|_| by Dave Poole, provides 

valuable material on the part played 
by Ricardo and Enrique Magon 
before and during the Mexican 
Revolution. We have a useful 
background on Rocardo by Dave 

7 _: ’ which can be supplemented 

by reference to his article on Magon 
in ‘Cienfuegos Anarchist Review' No. 

3; an historical outline of the Mexican 
Revolution by B Cano Ruiz from 
‘Tierra y Libertad’, and the major 
contribution of articles from 
’Rcgcneracion’ between 1910 and 1912 
by Ricardo Magon, William Owen and 
;j dc P. Aranjo. There arc 
manifestos from 1911 concerning the 
Mexican Revolution from the Magons 
and their colleagues, Magon’s letters 
from prison, his obituary by William 
Owen, a chronology of Magonist events 
between 1864 and 1975 and finally a 
full bibliography. 

In many ways this is an admirable 
compilation, bringing together source 
material and historical framework. Yet 
there is some confusion in the book. It 
is quite a task to get a clear picture of^ 
what happened in Mexico during the ’ 
period and assessing the Magonist 


influence is difficult. There is a fairly 
small sample of Ricardo's own writing 
and it is of varying quality. Some of it 
is, as William Owen mentions, 

"deplorable polemics" but other 
sections arc timeless contributions to 
anarchist literature. The writing by 
William Owen, who later became an 
editor of ‘Freedom’, also shows 
variability. There is a beautiful piece, 
That Evening At The Beach’ but a 
strange Social Darwinism betrays a 
certain elitism in his approach. 

Ricardo Mag;on is at his best when 
writing of Mexico and describing how 
political liberty is of no value without 
economic liberty. Here he has much of 
interest to convey to those involved in 
Third World politics today. However he 
can also write. "We Revolutionists 
march onward. The abyss docs not stop 
us; when the water is falling over the 
precipice it is most beautiful. If wc dip, 
we shall die like suns, diffusing light." 

A questionable statement, along with: 
‘‘Rebellion! It is the shout of men." 
None the less Magon's advice delivered 
24 hours before the Mexican Revolution 
was excellent and followed to a 
significant degree: "Take the land! 

The law tells you that you must not 
take it, since it is private property; but 
the law which so instructs you was a 
law written by those who arc holding 
you in slavery and a law that needs to 
be supported by force is a law that 
docs not respond to general needs. If 
the law were the result of general 
agreement it would not need upholding 
by the policeman, the jailer, the judge, 
the hangman, the soldier and the 
official". , 
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Although ‘Land and Liberty’ can be 
criticised, as can Ricardo Magon, 
Cienfuegos Press and Dave Poole have 
provided a very worthwhile historical 
reference book. As mentioned previously 
in ‘Zero’ Cienfuegos Press have acute 
financial problems. They have important 
material held up through lack of funds, 
so support them. 

Qjcrry Wcstall 


ANDRE BRETON AND THE 
FIRST PRINCIPLES OF 
SURREALISM by Franklin 
Ro*emont.(Pluto£l.80) 
WHAT IS SURREALISM l 
Andre Bretons Selected 
writing*. Edited by 
i Franklin Rosemont. 

(Pluto «) 

The predictable flood of harmless 
fatuities with which the press has 
swamped the Hayward Exhibition has 
launched one really damaging attack 


upon Surrealism in the form of an 
American propagandist, Franklin 
Rosemont. He has produced a book of 
translations from Breton to provide 
cover for his own bid to become 
Leader of Surrealism (which needs no 
leaders) in the English-speaking world, 
in much the same way that his friend 
Conroy Maddox mounted at Camden 
an exhibition entitled Surrealism 
Unlimited in which his own paintings ’ 
outnumbered those of all the others 
he had exploited. Each seeks 
authentication-by-association. 

Roscmont’s method is to take the 
ocabulary of surrealism and distort 
its meanings. Revolution is presented 
in terms of such antique and simple- 
minded allegedly Marxist rigidity that 
nobody of sufficient intelligence or 
imagination to threaten his position 
will join him. Many free spirits who 
would by now have joined the 
surrealist movement, to its benefit, 
have refused the word as devalued by 
such opportunists. 

For surrealists, the first principle of 
surrealism is self-liberation by 
recognition of unity. As understanding 
and experience of liberty increases, it 
becomes clear that for one to be free, 
all must be free. They have rifled the 
world to investigate all and any means 
which will tend to the liberation of 
the individual in her/his innermost being 
for a free society. Much has been 
learned from Marx—as Rosemont says 
(though he never says what, for he 
never gives the impression of 
understanding Marx or knowing 
liberty)-but also from others whose 
ideas arc not compatible with what 
Rosemont presents as the marxist 
political prescription-Fourrier, Sadc, 
Zen, Stirncr, primitive peoples, etc. 
Marx's critical method has been 
invaluable within its limits; but the 
political fruits of his doctrine have 
added less to the sum of liberty than 
they have taken away, since that 
doctrine proved very open to 
perversion, and his 
predictions no less fallible than is 
usually the case. The question 
remains open; the means always to be 
improved; there is more, much more, 
to be known. 

8 ut not for Rosemont. For him, 

Marx was the inventor of a body of 
Finite Truth, impregnable to 
imagination and new discovery. All 
must accept it as Holy Writ, and 
Rosemont will be its final expositor 
. . in an obfuscating stream of 
rhetoric, each adjective a superlative, 
every paragraph decked with "wc 
insist", "inescapable necessity", 
‘nothing less than", “wc do not 
hesitate to". . . all leading to bathos; 
and a riot of flatulent tautology such 
culmination and supersession of 
anterior poetic and artistic 
development". It perfectly exemplifies 
that devaluation of language so hated 
by the surrealists. He seems to believe 
that since Breton was by no means the 
‘Pope’ that critics called him, it has 
fallen to Rosemont to be Pope and 
Holy Roman Emperor combincd-an 
emperor in apparatchik’s clothing. 

Instead of Breton's vision of 
ultimate unity, which exists already 
in reality and needs only to be 
recognised, wc arc given a display of 
raucous categorizing of the ’stand in 
line or go to the wall’ variety, and 
little else. The surrealist celebration of 
a person’s impulse to human liberation, 
no matter how divergent in other 
respects s/he may be, gives place here 
to a dismal diagnostic handbook of 
errors which will justify hostility. 

"The reintegration of the entire 
species" is seemingly to be brought 
about not by the identification and 




































unacquainted with English to be 

impressed, and those of unassailable 
longevity in the movement who have 
nothing to do with him. For the rest- 
damnation. This is very far from the 
surrealist urge to find strata of like- 
mindcdness in such disparate figures as 
Swift and Sadc. Nor is it reminiscent of 
(Breton, or Marx, but of one 
commanding figure in the history of the 
i WASP— John Calvin. You will not find 
(that name in the surrealist gallery of 
| heroes. 

Bad faith is the-hallmark of his 
survey of surrealism outside America. 

He absurdly writes of Conroy Maddox 
"as the only consistent defender (!) of 
surrealism in the British Isles", knowing 
that this gallery-haunting lackey of 
Official Culture and the Arts Council 
bureaucracy, thrice thown out of 
surrealist groups, has devoted his 
attention all these years not to signing 
manifestos, but to collaborating with 
governments and gallery-owners to 
make surrealism 'respectable’ so he 
could sell his paintings. Rosemont's 
attitude may smack of classic American 
Imperialism—cry Liberty! at home 
while supporting every official 
corruption abroad-but it is more 
likely to be due to the fact that the 
English surrealists saw through 
Rosemont's hypocritical pretensions 
years ago, and only Maddox was 
available to support him. They have a 
common interest in pre-empting 
surrealism in England: the sale of their 
wares. 

A phrase Rosemont drops into his 
text (without elaboration, naturally) is 
"spontaneous and free association". He 
does not know that this is the basis of 
anarchism, not of political dogmatism, 
nor that the release in oneself of the 
ability to practise it is the basis of 
surrealism. 

It only remains to quote Rosemont 
on the relative significance of Marxism 
and Surrealism to make apparent that 
this is a work of political propaganda 
containing j deep reductive urge 
towards surrealism, and a fear of where 
it might lead if not cut down to size: 
'One could say that surrealism achieves 
for Hegel’s ‘Aesthetics’ what Marx and 
Engels achieves for his ‘Logic’; or that 
it is to leisure what communism is to 
labour." The purpose of this spare-time 
activity, believe it or not, is to ensure 
that "the practice of poetry . . 
reinforces and extends the marxist 
critique of society". I wonder if this 
objective was known to Arp, Artaud, 
Baron, Brumus, Cabancl, Cha/al, 
Dhainaut, Duprey, Mcsens, Pan, Picabia, 
:’rassinos, Schehade, Soupault, to name 
a few? 

Don’t be fooled: this book not only 
does not represent the surrealist view, 
but it constitutes a deliberate attempt 
to reduce surrealism to a handful of 
dust Rosemont can keep in his pocket 
to throw in the eyes of anyone who 
might see through him. 

What Is Surrealism? is mis-named, but 
fills a gap. Very little of Breton’s prose 
has been available in English. This 
collection, unfortunately, docs less to 
improve matters than it might have 
done. There are some translations by 
Beckett admirable enough, one hopes, 
to alert the reader to the fact that 
nearly all the rest are a grevious 
misrepresentation of Breton's voice— 
admittedly very difficult to transmit. 
French rhetoric is based on the classic 
Greek; English upon biblical Hebrew. 
Either, when translated literally into 
the language of the other, tends to 
seem preposterous, pretentious and 
pontifical. It is vital that the translator 
be entirely sensitive to the import of 
the text and in tune with the author's 
mind, and the tone of his writing 
within his own culture. This, not the 
mere words, must be carried over. 
Reviewers of this book have already 
delighted in quoting especially 
incomprehensible passages (all direct 
enough in French), and dismissing 
Breton as a verbose bore on the 
strength of them; when the fault lies 
entirely with the American 
translators imperviousness to language. 
Nonetheless, for want of better, it is 


worth squaring your shoulders and 
digging into the slurry to find Breton’s 
ideas and the keys he offers to doors 
which open onto limitless perspectives. 

The miserable banalities of these 
translations, remember, cannot 
possibly represent a man who has 
cxericd a paramount and acknowledged 
influence on the gieatest poets and 
painters of the century. People with the 
intelligence of Paz, the freedom of Arp, 
the passion of Mansour, the genius of 
Bunuel, loved Breton for his capacity 
to reveal the marvellous in the 
mundane. It is Rosemont who must 
bear the responsibility for turning the 
marvellous into the stultifying. 

Surrealism is elsewhere. 

I QJohn Lyle 

SEX AND THE STATE (or 
Let’s kill Ozzle and Harriet) 
by Shim and Cedar. (The 
Whole Thing Collective) 

I This pamphlet was originally a speech 
given by the New American Movement 
entitled Gay Liberation and Socialism. 

It is an analysis and critique of the ideal 
American dream family (Ozzie and 
Harriet) and its oppression of women, 
men and children; and a discussion of 
the role of sexual repression in 
maintaining the status quo. It is written 
by two lesbian feminists—Shim and 
Cedar. 

They argue that "sexuality is our first 
and primary release of ourselves" which 
in our society is only allowed release in 
the heterosexual, monogamous 
relationships between adults for the 
purpose of reproduction of the labour 
power. Thus our sexuality has been 
‘shaped 1 to fit the system and its 
repression has links with our passivity, 
submission and obedience to authority. 
This nuclear family system with its 
sexual repression is fundamental to 
both capitalism and male supremacy as 
it keeps us locked into the status quo, 
both economically and psychologically. 
From birth we arc socialised into 
accepting this model. 

However, many people arc not able, 
for whatever reasons, to fit into this 
socially-sanctioned unit and arc then 
told that they have failed or arc sick. 
Lesbianism, they argue, because of its 
threat to the family and its working 
towards a liberation and reunion of 
'sensuality, sexuality and humanity’ 
represents a potentially revolutionary 
force. They arc not arguing that sexual 
factors should be substituted for 
economic factors; but that there is an 
interdependent relationship between 
the pcrsonal/scxual revolution and the 
economic/social revolution. 

The pamphlet concludes with a 
desire to make changes in our lives now 
—to build and work out alternative 
living situations in order that we may 
bring up our children without 
hierarchical, alienated role models to 
emulate; and to create spaces where 
both women and men can develop real 
strength and not iust strength that is 
useful to capitalism. 

This pamphlet is available from: 

The Whole Thing, PO Box 11308, San 
Francisco, Ca 94101. (send 35p) 
□Sharon 

ROUGH TH ATRE PLAYS 
by John Mllfcs,Tony Allen 
and Farrel Cleary. (Open 
Head Press. 95p) 

In print at last, four plays by Rough 
Theatre: Free Milk and Orange 
/ uice , Dwelling Unit Sweet 
Dwelling Unit, Squat Now 
While Stocks Last and 
Heart Of A Patriot. Even 
if you’ve not already 
had the pleasure of 
a performance by 
Rough Theatre, 
this book 
will 

provide 
many 


happy hours of sniggering in the 
comfort of your own sweet dwelling 
unit. Whether you’re a vegetarian, 
hippy, politico, squatter or 
any other oppressed member of the 
subculture, Tony Allen and |ohn Miles 
leave no ism unmocked. (Not to 
mention anarch/sm . . . sec page 81 . . .) 

Their plays are a healthy antidote to 
the rampant moralism of so much left- 
wing theatre, and only those who have 
lost all sense of humour could fail to 
find them painfully funny. There aie 
some good songs at the back, and the 
| plays are actor-proof. Why not try them 
out on your local Amateur Dramatic 
J Society. Here’s a sample: 

I Sleazby: Hey 'er Bunny-all this 
growing things. 

| Bunny . S'cs wonderful-pure 
Kropotkin. 

Sleazby: Yeah, all that, but can’t we 
just go down to the shops? 
Bunny: What? 

Slea/by Yeah you know, (mimes) 

Quick pair of hands and a bag 
under ycr overcoat. Beat 
inflation—steal. 

Bunn> No—we can be self sufficient, 
g'owing everything—I read it 
in a book. 

Sleazby Vcah-but I mean. You can’t 
grow a bacon sandwich, can 
ycr? 

Bunny Bacon sandwiches? There’ll 
be no bacon sandwiches after 
the revolution. 

QErin Steele 

AUTHORITY Nol(formerly 
Capitalist Worker). 

Authority is yet another example of the 
great anarchist ‘in-joke’. If you’re an 
anarchist or involved in the anarchist 
movement you will have the privilege 
of finding it very funny. As a fully paid 
up member of the Dave Morris fan club 
I was delighted by its revolutionary 
anti-intellectual stand. It’s all good 
clean fun, unless of course you’re 
sensitive about having your politics 
dragged in the mud a la ’pseud’s corner’. 

Reading it I found myself in a 
quandary (much more comfortable 
than reading in the bog), I thought the 
satires on ail the other anarchist papers 
w£rc really funny but was horrified by 
the attack on feminism (in the guise of 
satirising Zero). I don’t feel like playing 
into their hands by launching an attack 
on Authority for being anti-gay and 
sexist and just to feed them with funny 
lines. So in the end I have decided just 
to say that Authority is one of the most 
original new papers to appear on the 
anarchist scene since the sad demise 
of '( ...<itjlist Worker ’. Well, as my 
mother told me when I found her 
sticking egg shells together, if 
you can’t beat them 
join ’crnDfom Woodhousc 


expression of the deepest desires of 
that species and a vigorous heightening 
of awareness and sense of kind, but by 
exclusion and murder in the cause of 

old dogma. 

There is no room in Rosemont’s 
revolution for anarchists, who have 
always been the closest political allies 
of the surrealists in England and some 
other countries. No ’first principles' arc 
enunciated in this book, and specific 
applications of the surrealist view are 
drowned in rhetoric. There arc vague 
references of the quality of "the 
fundamental anti-eroticism of social 
regimes based on capitalist production" 
(as if anti-eroticism were not a 
characteristic of all power-systems), 
and much talk of taking’’risks", sabre- 
rattling bravado, but no issues are 
slated or faced. There is idolatry, but 
no irreverence, no humour, no 
celebration. Rancour is all. 

The revolution and the surrealist 
movement arc presented in terms of 
what Erikson calls ‘pseudo-speciation’, 
described recently by a commentator 
in words exactly fitting the tenor of 
this destructive book as "our most 
dangerous tendency: the belief that our 
own group is the human race and that 
others belong to some different species 
to whom the rules of the game -my 
game—do not apply ... a negating, 
invading, subjugating mentality: 
enemies are invited in order to stiffen 
the aggressor’s own shaky boundary." 
Thus one can read in the magazine 
which Rosemont edits, and which his 
publishers wrongly claim to be the 
organ of "international surrealism", 
such liberty-loving sentiments as "to 
the meaningless catch-phrase, 'Freedom 
for homosexuals’ we MUST reply 
‘Freedom FROM homosexuality 
freedom from repression!" Firstly, a 
’minority group’ is dubbed ‘enemy’ 
secondly, by a mental sideslip the 
group is understood to have originated 
the hostility, and thirdly, since enemies 
seek to thwart one, the group becomes 
'repressive'. If you ask why the 
"MUST", who obliges them to "reply" 
(the word which suggests that the 
homosexuals have initiated hostility), 
Erikson says it is due to "lack of 
playful reciprocity in childhood" 

(Note, in passing, that ‘reciprocity’ is 
held to be an essential element of 
surrealism, and that play is present in 
all its activities.) 

It is likely that it was his confusion 
of mind between "Leninist, Castroist, 
and other misunderstandings (and his 
belief) that the widespread use of drugs 
presages new development in the life of 
the revolution" (to quote one of his 
colleagues) which precluded Rosemont 
from acceptance by any serious 
political group in the USA, and led to 
his taking up surrealism to satisfy his 
taste for adolescent gangsterism. This 
book, more than anything else, is an 
exercise in moral self-certification. 
Throwing in all the OK words he can 
abstract from Breton’s writing, he 
proceeds, via total incomprehension, to 
domineering proclamation of the 
virtues of himself and the surrealist 
Elect-that is. those few sufficiently 


Zero6 May/June 78 P«kj* 15 
































*>ro6 M*v June 78 Pagr 16 


AC - 
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! Musician* 

! 30 April Manrhetter Film and 
j Video Workshop. mrl Mott <0ir. 

I Tht Wot* Bh>t>u, Women crl 
Health 
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A THIRD LONDON TO 
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